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PREFACE. 



The events whicli are now taMng place 
in the East are more disagreeable than un- 
foreseen. No politiciaiij whose studies have 
lain in that direction, is surprised either at 
the exigraides of Bussia or at the attitude 
assumed by the Turkish gOTemment. It has 
long been manifest that Hussia desires to 
convert the Christian population of Turkey 
into subjects before claiming the territory 
which they inhabit as its own ; and we were 
all prepared to behold the Porte yielding 
to the extreme limit, and then, when aware 
of the danger, almost too late, arming itself 
to defend a position already half-abandoned, 
and calling to its aid the Powers which 
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consider themselves almost as interested as 
itself in maintaining its existence. 

I was preparing a work intended to show 
the impolicy of allowing the Ottoman em- 
pire to remain as a kind of diplomatic Low 
Coimtiy, on which the battle of influence 
was perpetually fought with varying success, 
when the news of the arrival of Prince 
Menfichikoff in Constantinople came to in- 
terrupt me. It was evident at once that 
it would be no longer possible at present 
to discuss 80 momentous a question with 
due calm and completeness, in the midst 
of the rumours of wars. Every day, too, 
might change its aspect. Abandoning, there- 
fore, all ideas of a complete political treatise, 
I resolved to publish such of my notes and 
materials aa had a direct bearing upon the 
point which is now discussed in every poli- 
tical circle, and may be decided by aims 
whilst I write ; namely, — ^is it possible for the 
Ottoman empire any longer to exist as part 
of the European States* system ? 
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I hare long been convinced that a ne- 
gativG answer is necessary; and that some 
proposal such as that maintained in three 
pamphlets recently published, — one entitled 
" Hints on the Solution of the Eastern 
Question ;" another, " The Eastern Ques- 
tion in relation to the Restoration of a Greek 
Empire ;" and the third, just put forth in 
French at Athens, called " A few "Words on 
the Eastern Question," — ^muat at no distant 
period be entertained. As I have said, I was 
quietly preparing to surest this solution 
when similar su^estions began to break forth 
in the press, and a shoal of pamphlets made 
their appearance. My brother Percy, too, 
with his usual enei^, having pursued his 
studies quite independently, suddenly came 
to me to say that he intended to agitate 
actirely the idea which we had discussed as 
a mere vision, ten years ago, when we were 
working to found an Hellenic Association. 
It was evident, therefore, that the plan of 
founding a new empire on the shores of the 
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Bosphonis was not a mere literary inTention, 
l)ut that it was the natural product of the 
present situation. 

It may perhaps he premature to talk 
of an arrangement which, to he carried 
into effect, would require a revolution in 
Turkey or the combined action of European 
Powers. But the pen of an outside politician 
may overpass a limit which that of an official 
would not dare to approach. I therefore 
have little compunction in saying that what 
is now taking place proves that the presence 
of the Turks in Europe as a governing 
nation is a nuisance; and that we ought 
no longer to allow ourselves to he periodi- 
cally convulsed and disturbed in our com- 
merce and our domestic poUcy, and com- 
pelled to man fleets and throw our Chan- 
cellors of the Exchequer into fits, by tele- 
graphic despatches vid Vienna, announcing 
that the crazy ship, which every one knows 
must sink at length, has sprung another leak» 
and that all hands are called to the pomps. 
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It is possible that if the Turks be now put 
to the test> they may make a much more 
gallant staud than their inconsiderate ene- 
mies will give them credit for. If so, this 
must be taken into causideration la the 
future settlement, and coavince ns that 
Abd-ul-M^id and his people have a &ir 
claim to he removed to the sovereignty of 
Bagdad. But we cannot positively afford to 
be constantly backing a brave little fellow 
who almost defends himself i^ainst a big 
antagonist. If the Biuasians are kept off this 
time £rom conquest, it wiU. only be by the 
combined strength of Europe — either develop- 
ing itself in action or in menace. Moral 
force is a great power ; for it is the threat of 
physical force. 

However unwillii^, therefore, — ^be the re- 
sult of the present complication what it may, 
— statesmen must soon seriously set about the 
task of finding a successor or successors to 
tiie Turkish government. If there were no 
danger of ezteiual agression, perhaps things 
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Tiii TSEBACB. 

might right themselTes. The CbiiBtian races 
are rapidly rising into importance ; and the 
Ottomano are dying away of themselTes. 
Kany causes conspire to produce ilie latter 
result. Setting aside the pretalence of liher- 
tinage of a gross character, the custom of 
polygamy, with its necessary companion 
bachelorship, prevents the Turks firom sup- 
plying the places left in their ranks by 
death. The army, too, until very recently, 
has been recmited entirely £rom the Muslim 
population, who are, moreover, from thdr 
carelesBness and ignorance of the art of 
medicine, more liable to be swept away by 
disease. It has already been said that in a 
given time the 8nltan will find himself 
without a single subject in Europe of Asiatic 
orighi; and that if we possessed accurate 
statistical tables, we might fix that time with 
precision. 

We cannot, however, wait until this pro- 
cess is completed ; in the first place, because 
we are not qtiite sore what kind of entity 
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vonld In the natural devBlopment of things 
take the place c^ the Muslim goremmeat ; 
and secondly, beoause we pcffiitiTely know 
tiiat the harbarouB empire of the north is 
endeavouring to posh on its frontier, so as 
to indnde the finest praviaces in the world, 
and the most important maritime station. 
As a matter of self-defence, therefore, we 
shall be obliged to take measures to create a 
constitutional gOTemment on the shores of 
the Bosphoros — if we do not remove one 
thither — and include under its protection, 
direct or indirect, as much of the materialB 
of the Ottoman empire as will not &j off* 
firom antipathies of race or drmion of in- 
terests. The press has already su^ested 
some such plan ; and it will be as well for 
pabHc opinion to enlighten its^ on the 
snliject. 

I have nsed few books tor the following 
sketches, relying principally on materials 
recedved £rom residents in various provinces 
of tiw Turkish empire, and on my own pre- 
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vious knowledge. There is a depreciatory 
tone throughout, which ra&y be to some 
extent borrowed from those with whom I 
have conversed. I do not wish to deprive 
the Turks of any praise which may be 
their due. They have many fine qualities, 
partly derived firom their original character, 
partly from admixture with other races. 
One feature of their civilization is beyond 
all praise. Th^ have never admitted the 
idea of a distinction of dasses. AH men, 
rich or poor, titled op untitled, black, white, 
or copper-coloured, are, aocording to them, 
equal. In England, it must be admitted, 
although few venture to confess the fact, 
there stUl exists a profound belief in the 
superiority of one caste over another; and 
whoever can rise to wealth or power by 
cunning or accident, or genius, believes 
himself to be at once transformed into a 
being of a superior order, and endeavours to 
assimilate with the real aristocracy, which 
pretends to accept him, but continues to 
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Tetain ita own private opinion as to the 
chemical Talue of his blood. In America 
men are sorted into castes by their colour; 
in France by their opinions. The Mus- 
lims alone, whUst hating Christianity, carry 
out its principles in this respect. The 
wealthiest vizier does not despise the shab- 
biest beggar ; and this wholesome feeling is 
Bo worked into the whole race, that if you 
take a groom, and raise him to the highest 
offices of the state, neither he nor any one 
else is bewildered ; and the actual value of 
the man is not supposed to be increased. 
Disguise the £act as we will, there is always 
in Christian countries something of sanctity 
added to the character of the fortunate indi- 
vidual into whose hands power or wealth 
&lls ; and I have heard that among some 
people honesty and wisdom are supposed to 
belong to any one who is seen leaning on a 
duke's arm. 

The language, manners, and character of 
the Christian races have been of course in- 
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fluenced by those of the governing chiss or 
race. In this particular the Turtish do- 
minion has produced a beneficial effect. 
Amongst all the various nations which have 
lived under it, this splendid doctrine and 
practice of equality exists. It is true that 
there are antipathies of races, founded partly 
on the same mysterious principle of homan 
nature in which aristocracy, in company 
with all other errors and crimes, has its 
origin. And in these antipathies, which are 
also in part traditional, we may look for the 
dangers which would of course assail at first 
any new state, the growth of which Euro- 
pean diplomacy may encourage or compel. 
We must not, however, be deterred from 
action because all does not promise to be 
smooth sailing. It is the duty of English 
statesmen to set about devising some means 
by which we may not every half-dozen years 
be drawn away from our own business, and 
troubled in our progress towards a com- 
plete fonn of civilization, by the necessity 
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of settling this ever tmsetUed Eastern 
Question. 

My point of view is perhaps descrilied with 
suffident cLeamess in the following chapters. 
I may, however, again indicate here, that 
when I apeak of the Greek people^ I mean 
all those who acknowledge themsdves as the 
modem representatives of the HeUeoic na- 
tion, whose character and opinions are 
moulded by Hellenic traditions, who speak, 
or write, or read, the Hellenic language, and 
who look for salvation in the development of 
an Hellenic idea. No stress, however, need 
foe laid on words or names. The important 
point is to substitute for a decrepit race a 
young, and vigorous, and Christian nation- 
ality. 

As to the actual position of affairs, it is 
useless to discuss it — at this critical moment 
— in a work having a permanent form. How- 
ever, I must say that It is humiliating for 
Europe, that the idea should be admitted, as 
it seems to be, that Kussia may occu|^ the 
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Danubian provinces without creating a caaua 
belli. It is true that a treaty allows her to 
do BO for the purpose of repressing disorder ; 
but it was never meant that she should use 
that privilege for the purpose of coercing 
the Ottoman empire. The very fact that 
people are willing to contemplate this fla- 
grant violation of right without indignation, 
proves, however, that the opinion is very 
generally spread, that the Porte occupies an 
indefensible position; and that if nations 
are willing to expend money and character in 
bluster, th^ are most unwilling in reality to 
come to blows. A man was attacked at night 
by a ru£&an with a bludgeon, smi ordered to 
deliver his purse and the key of his house. 
His cries brought a couple of friends to the 
windows, who shouted to the ruf&an to keep 
off. No attention being paid to them, they 
at first talked of coming down ; but, on recon- 
sideration, suggested, for the sake of peace 
and quietness, that the unfortunate passenger 
should compromise matters by giving up the 
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k^ if not the purse. This is an allegory of 
the present political situation — except that 
the house helongs to a third claimant unlaw- 
&lly k^t out. 
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TIE TURKS IN EUROPE; 



SKETCH OF MANNERS AND POLITICS IN 
THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE BTATB OF THE QUESTIOH. 

Engliahmen and Foreign Politics — Integrity of the 
Ottoman Empire — A Mere Sham — Theory and 
Praotice — A public Nuisance — Byzantine £mpire — 
The Heltenio Bace — Recent Events — War and 
Peace — The Czar and the Turks. 

I DO not know how many times the citizens 
of London and other intelligent places of this 
country have been compelled to strain their 
fiiculties to discover what possible interest 
they can have in interfering with the politics 
of the Bosphorus. It much redounds to 
their credit, considering their frequent excur- 
sions beyond the Nore, that they have never 
dismissed the subject with an allusion to 
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Tenterden steeple ; and put a veto on the in- 
termeddling propensities of the foreign secre- 
tary for the time being. We are perhaps the 
only nation in Europe in which every citizen 
keeps a comer of his mind for foreign poli- 
tics ; and in which it is worth while to talk 
to puhlic opinion ahout the Dardanelles, 
the Danuhian provinces, and the designs of 
B'Ussia. 

For a long time, accordingly, we have been 
called upon periodically, by government and 
the press, to excite ourselves in favour of a 
diplomatic abstraction entitled " the integrity 
of the Ottoman empire." This phrase has 
acquired by degrees almost the magical value 
of a watchword ; and our breasts are scarcely 
more troubled with enthusiasm when our 
prudent and eloquent Whig leaders in- 
cite us to apply — with moderation — " the 
great principles of civil and religious 
liberty," than when this oUier unmeaning 
formula is cast into circulation &om on high. 
Nobody, however, who has really studied the 
Eastern question, believes in the integrity of 
the Ottoman empire more seriously than in 
the virtue of Ninon de I'Enclos, or any other 
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battered thing of times gone hj. I think I 
have observed, too, that those who are be- 
hind the scenes begin cautiously to substitute 
the phrase " the dignity and independence of 
the Turkish government," which may be 
diplomatically maintained even if the seat of 
that government he removed to Bagdad. 

It is useless to enumerate here the suc- 
cessful attacks which have been made on every 
ode on this tottering int^rity. All roimd 
the limits of the Ottoman empire foreign 
influences have penetrated. Geologists some* 
times tell us that our globe was formerly in 
a state of fusion, but that now the beat has 
withdrawn towards the centre, leaving the 
external crust to cool and harden. A similar- 
process seems to be taking place in the East;. 
or rather, to use a less ambitious comparison, 
old age coming on, the vital forces are retir- 
ing from the limbs towards the heart, which 
also must by-and-by cool into death. 

I have long held the opinion that there ia 
something better to be done than to endea- 
vour to prop up this decrepit empire ; and no 
doubt most of our statesmen have examined* 
though they may have rejected, the only 
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Bound solution vhich presents itself. It 
would be too presumptuous to say that this 
rejection has its reason either in want of 
judgment or want of knowledge. In politics, 
more than la anything else, circumstances 
are our masters. Those who are without 
the circle of action find it easy to settle 
great questions upon paper ; but th^ often 
are imable to take into account the difficul- 
ties which stand in the way of trial. It is 
well that this should be so. The man who 
builds a pharos is not obliged to be a good 
navigator : a theory, howeyer impracticable 
its full application may seem, should be the 
guide of the statesman ; and those who reject 
'its assistance will never be any other than 
journeymen in politics. We might as well 
decline the guidance of the North Star be- 
cause we can scarcely hope to reach it by any 
mode of tacking whatsoever. 

Without, therefore, pretending to speak in 
the tone of a foreign secretary, I may be 
permitted to say that the Ottoman govern- 
ment has no longer any internal reason of 
existence, and that it should be removed. It 
is absurd that the whole of Europe should 
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be periodically kept in hot water, that its 
commerce should be interrupted, that dis- 
cussion of its domestic afEairs should be 
. suspended, that free governments should be 
almost forced into unhallowed alliance with 
despotism, that the lion and the vulture 
should be compelled to make common cause^ 
because a race of barbarians that intruded 
itself into Christendom some four centuries 
1^0, and has ever since distinguished itself — 
with few intervals of wise toleration — by a 
savage persecution of our faith, now finds 
itself too weak for independent existence. 
Such an anomaly never presented itself be- 
fore in the history of the world. Diplomacy 
we know is of no religion ; and it must be 
admitted that the peace of Europe ought 
not to be disturbed by a crusade, however 
modified. But when the only means of 
insuring tranquillity, in one direction at 
least, happNis to be that which would g^ve 
satisfaction to the religious sentiments of 
England, it seems incredible that any cahinet 
tradition, any ofBcial routine, should be 
allowed to stand in the way. 
The revival of a Byzantine empire (of 
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which various persons in various parts of 
the world, obeying, as it were, a sponta- 
neous impulse, have suddenly begun to 
talk and write) seems at first an idea 
too romantic to be accepted by any politi- 
cians; and certainly that empire did not 
leave any very interesting reminiscences be- 
hind it. It fell from causes v^y aimilai to 
those which are now destroying its successor. 
I have little classical partiality for the 
Greeks. I do not care whether or not the 
race which now occupies, more or less 
densely, nearly all the provinces that lie 
between Cape Matapan and the shores of 
the Black Sea are really descended from a 
Felasgic stock. There has evidently been 
an admixture of foreign blood, — and so 
much the better ; an influence of foreign 
language, — so much the worse. I do not 
believe in the persistent character of races ; 
but still I am willing to admit, if the argu- 
ment he considered valuable, that there can 
be no reasonable doubt that those who bear 
the name of Greeks at present do most pro- 
bably belong to the same femily which 
shines with such brilliance upon us from 
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the extreme depths of history. It is, how- 
ever, as I hare said, from no dassical par- 
tiality that I should be inclined to give 
to them a principal share in the government 
of the new state which it is necessary to 
create in Eastwn Europe. Their right de* 
rives from their position. In some of the 
following chapters I shall endeavour to show 
the importance of this race as one of the 
elements of the Ottoman empire, and shall 
explain how it happens that all statisticians 
who have recently written on the subject 
have been deceived by Turkish diplomacy 
into misrepresenting the state of the case, 
and how Russia, taking advantage of this 
self-overreaching cunmng, has since been 
enabled to claim an undue proportion of 
influence in the East on the grand Fan- 
slavonic theory. 

"Whilst these pages have been in progress, 
events of great importance have been taking 
place on the shores of the Bosphorus. These 
events have only served to confirm me in 
my previous opinions. It is evident that 
the Porte is no longer capable of maintain- 
ing its dignity ; and that its sovereignty 
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fluctuates in a ridiculous maimer from the 
bauds of one foreign minister to tliose of 
another — from Prince Leiningen to the 
Marquis of Laralette, Ti& Colonel Rose and 
Prince Menschikoff to Ijord de BeddiflFe. It 
reminds me of a drunken man who is kept 
tolerahly steady by (Kendly or unMendly 
elhowings on either side. Events move so 
rapidly nowadays, that I scarcely can ven- 
ture to discuss any of the details of the 
diplomatic movements of Russia, France, or 
England; hut it is evident that our own 
government was for a time, or chose to 
appear, deceived as to the importance of the 
demands of the northern autocrat. Let us 
speak the truth. The commercial classes — 
ever fearful of war, without much care for 
the reasons why it should be waged — seem 
to have exerted their tadt influence too 
strongly in the matter ; and it is quite 
evident that if Lord Clarendon could have 
counted more certainly on the support of 
the coimtry, and on the vigorous manifes- 
tation of opinion which has taken place, the 
ultimatum of Prince Menschikoff would 
never have been presented. 
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I may here observe, that in the discus- 
bIohb which are now taking place on the 
conduct of the Czar of Bussia, it does not 
seem to be sof&ciently remembered that that 
potentate is not acting merely on the tradi- 
tional policy of the empire. He is evidently 
moved by the mean feeling of spite, long 
fostered, in consequence of the successful 
resistance to his arrogant demands after the 
defeat of the Hungarian insurrection; and 
he has seized the first opportunity, when it 
seemed that France and England must 
necessarily be disunited by the opposite 
principles of their governments, to take a 
tardy revenge. Prom all sides assurances 
come to me that the present reckless dis- 
turbance of the peace of Europe was planned 
immediately after the unsuccessful attempt 
made to induce Turkey to violate the laws 
of hospitality. I am happy to refer to this 
circumstance at the outset of my pleading 
against the continued existence of the Otto- 
man empire, because — by calling to mind 
the great service then rendered to the cause 
of liberty and humanity — I am enabled to 
mark more distinctly that I do not attack 
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an enemy, but am merely reoommending the 
clearing away of a redoubt which is no 
longer defensible, and which, on the con- 
trary, may favour hostile approaches. 
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CHAPTER II. 



BEQUIEK OF TUKKET. 



Barbarian Turks — Manners — Degradation — Effects of 
tlie Beform — Infinitesimal Improvementa — An old 
Prophecy — Hatti Sherif of Gulhane — Sultan Mah- 
moud — ConservatiTeB in the East — Transaction of 
public BusinesB — How to get a Princedom — Purchased 
A-udiences. 

Many traTellers, from various points of 
view, bare described tbe public and private 
condition of Turkey in Europe ; but I do not 
find that any of them have given an exact 
estimate of tbe state of civilization, in that 
country. It is my conviction that the Turks 
are still a pre-eminently barbarous race, and 
that instead of having been benefited by con- 
tact with European civilization, they bare 
deteriorated in a rapidly increasing ratio 
within the last few years. As I wish to con- 
vey these opinions, or rather the facts which 
axe the basis of them, into the minds of aa 
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many persons ae poBsible, I shall be, as f^r as 
time will allow, narratiye but brief. I wish my 
pictures to be carried away in the memories 
of those who read ; for it is impossible that 
the thousands of persons who are interested 
in this discussion can properly appreciate 
the arguments and observations put forward 
in the best portion of the press, unless they 
are perfectly aware of the state of manners 
and morals in the land of the Turks. 

The horde of barbarians which of old 
threatened to overrun the whole of Europe 
and submerge its civilization — which founded 
SB. empire whose annals form some of 
the most brilliant pages of history — retain 
now scarcely a trace of their former cha- 
racter. Their enthusiasm has subsided into 
gross egotism. Their faith has become mere 
heavy bigotry. They have, in fact, reached a 
depth of moral and political degradation 
which those who believe in the reform will 
find it difficult to accept. Nor is their ma- 
terial condition better. The flesh is as ill 
provided as the spirit. The dominant race 
may almost be called an aristocracy in rags. 
Some exceptions " stick fiery off" from the 
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blackneBs of the rest ; but as a rule there is 
no medium between successful rapine and 
semi-beggary. 

I am no Mend to paradoxes ; and certainly 
no difidplc of conserratism. But I am 
forced to admit that the Beform attempted 
in .Turk^ by Mahmoud and Abd-ul-Mejid 
hastened instead of retarding the downward 
progress of the empire. The Turks who 
imtil then had evaded by privil^e the pay- 
ment of taxes were at length called upon to 
contribute their quota towards the revenue ; 
but without being taught to assist in deve- 
loping the resources of the country. Their 
old habits of indiscriminate plunder and ex- 
tortion were checked ; but the want of a 
proper system of administration, or rather of 
the materials by which to carry it on, enabled 
them to turn upon the regular revenue of 
the country, which they arrest at every comer 
on its way to the treasury. Thus, directly or 
indirectly, the Christian population is still 
compelled to work not only for its own sup- 
port but for that of a set of idle vagabonds, 
who, forsooth, because their ancestors were 
conquerors, must be protected, under the 
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sanction of that fine phrase, " the integrity of 
Ottoman empire." 

I know that it is repeated OTer and over 
again in the press and in Parliament, at 
home and abroad, by those who are afraid to 
take the bull by the horns, that the con- 
dition of Turkey has improved, though only a 
little, that it is a little stronger, a little less 
corrupt, a little less disorganized, that it has 
a little more chance of existence ; and states- 
men are sometimes willing to take this 
microscopic information as an excuse for 
inaction. I maintain, however, that all these 
infinitesimal improvements exist only in the 
imagination of those who speak of them. 
On the contrary, every department, judicial 
and administrative, has increased in venfUity 
and corruption. There may be less violence, 
but there is more firaud. At Constantinople 
the state of things is bad enough. The evil 
grows in proportion to the distance &om the 
centre. It would seem as if the Turks be- 
lieved that the old prophecy is about to be 
accomplished, which gives the empire four 
hundred years of life. They are subjecting, 
therefore, the provinces from which they must 
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be drireii to hurried plunder — ^tbe old habit 
of a hostile corps about to decamp from an 
occupied dty at news of the approach of a 
superioi force. The Turks have failed, in- 
deed, to asaimilate even with the country and 
climate, much less with the people and the 
manners, amidst which they have intruded. 
They have never colonized, but hare been 
for four hundred years billeted upon the 
finest portion of Europe. 

It is high time, therefore, to chant the 
requiem of this decrepit race ; and to push 
it into the grave with as much decency as 
possible. Statesmen have now given up all 
idea of even staying the progress of decay for 
a limited period. The facts I have hurled 
together in this exercitation will serve to 
confirm the despair of cabinets, and extend 
it amongst the public. When there is no 
longer any hope of remedy, consolation 
naturally presents itself; and when a Mend 
is at the last gasp the most unbelieving 
translate Meatirgam without a smile. Aa 
long as there seemed a diance that by any 
possible means the Turks could be painted 
and padded even into a sranblance of youth. 
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we were erery one of us willing, for the sake 
of a quiet life, to seem deceived ; but all the 
cosmetics of diplomacy have been exhausted 
in Tain. 3jet us admit that death is a great 
fact; and look for the resurrection of a 
better form of polity from the land which 
the Turks have desolated, to change it into a 
fitting burial-place. 

I do not pretend to give a complete descrip* 
tion of Turkish civilization, or rather bar- 
barism, but shall endeavour to arrange a 
sufficient number of illustrative facts to 
enable the reader to form for himself similar 
opinions to mine. I must suppose him to 
be in possession of some few leading notions, 
as, for example, the general purport of the 
first measures of reform, and of the Hatti- 
Sherif of Gulhane, and the subsequent pro- 
clamations of the same nature. Nor shall I 
attempt even an outline of the historical 
events by which Sultan Mahmoud was led 
to the conviction that his empire was goin^ 
to pieces, and that it was necessary to do 
something to endeavour to hold it together. 

The incident most popularly known, con- 
nected with the early time of the Iteform 
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tnoTement, ia the destruction of the Janis- 
saries — the army of the Obatmctive or Tory 
party in Turkey. This hloody business waa 
as necessary to make way for improTement 
in Constantinople as the weakening of the 
landed aristocrats^ by a repeal of the oom- 
laws and other measures has been found to 
be in England to make way for political and 
social reform. The tJlemas of that region 
were supported by the scimitars of their 
banded ruffians, just as the Ul^nas of ours 
were supported by the " votes and influence" 
of the country squirea I do not, therefore, 
blame Sultan Mahmoud. Inert matter that 
Uocks up the road to the future must be 
removed in all countries. My thesis is, that, 
having acquired the political power necessary 
to cany out any project of reform, the Sultan 
found himself in presence of intractable 
materials. Drive a steam-emgine over 
Shakespere's Cliff and smash it on the roc^s 
below— and then set an engineer to put it 
tc^ether ^aiu : — his task will be less diffi- 
cult than that undertaken by him who bom- 
barded the JanisBariea. 
Unimportant improvements of ummpoi- 
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tant matters — dashes of paint cm the cheek 
of seventy-eight — are not worth noticing. 
The great features hare wrinkled and dis- 
torted with frightful rapidity. Let us 
begin at Constantinople itself, where we 
might expect whatever advantage has been 
the result of the reform to exhibit itself. 
Instances at once multiply around us. Cri- 
mination hesitates not for facts but for words. 
A methodical an^ysis is impossible. The 
corruption is too oxtensiTe. 

I set out with an account of the manner in 
which the election of the princes of the pro* 
tected provinces takes place. The l^al forma- 
lities having been gone through, the prince 
elect arrives at Constantinople to receive his 
investiture. The fxst thing he meets with is 
a bill of charges. He is told at once that he 
must give so much to snch a minister, and 
so much to another, according to the efforts 
each has made, and the intrigues each has 
set on foot to prociu« the nomination. Cor- 
ruption in the East sets a high value upon 
its services. A written list is made out, 
with the name of the Sultan at the head. It 
is submitted first to the Council of Mioisters, 
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where every item is discussed with the 
urbanity of bandits dividing the spoils of a 
village, and then to his majesty himself. 
Bat this list does not represent the entire 
amount of expenses incurred. Some (numing 
individuals who are set down for a compara- 
tively small sum secretly stipulate for a 
much greater. In fine the af^iir is a regular 
bai^ain, and a princedom is often sold in 
this way for the sum of £60,000 sterling. 

This transaction takes place pretty publicly. 
It i& almost an official act. Bussia coun- 
tenances it, and even recommends the princes 
thus to lavish in corruption the money which 
must of course be afterwards levied upon the 
purchased province. It is needless to insist 
on the disastrous result of such a system ; 
but we should be doing injustice to the 
sagacity of the Turkish ministers if we did 
not point out that they are always ready to 
mix in any intrigues which have for their 
object to overthrow a prince who remains 
too long at his post, and thus defrauds them. 
of fresh presents. This is one of the prin- 
cipal reasons of the unstable character of the 
governments of these feudatory countries, 
o2 
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and the uncertaiDty created, the discomfort,' 
and the oppression, may perhaps reconcile 
powerM neighbours who hare ulterior ob- 
jects in view to being considered accomplices 
in 80 abominable a traffic. 

"When the princes have thus pared their 
way with gold, they are admitted to the pre- 
sence of the Sultan and girded with the 
sword of office. They then make a round of 
yisits to the chief authorities of the capital — 
with hands still tah of money — for lar^s 
is indispensable &om the meanest groom up 
to the right-hand man of each official. Erery 
corridor and doorway is closed, as it were by 
be^;ing hands outstretched firom either side, 
and which refuse to give vay until th^ are 
filled. It is not, however, on this occasion 
only that such antediamber robbery takes 
place. Audiences are always paid for in the 
East ; the foreign ministers bow to the im- 
memorial custom, and Sir Stratford Canning 
never obtained an interview without a con- 
sideration. 
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PUBLIC OFFICES Ain> FINAHC& 

Sole of Public Offices — Fresenta — Faaha of Monrzuk — 
BackshiBli System — Parallel with England — Mode of 
levTing Taxes — Tiolenoe — European Ideas in Tur- 
key — The Egyptian Army — finance — Bapwnty of 
the Pashas — Tampering vith the Coinage — Depre- 
oation — Oppressive Meaaures — Exchequer Bonds — 
Farming the Bevenue — Failure of the Befonn. 

I HA.TB given this detailed account of the 
manner in which the inTeatiture of a prince 
takes place, because the whole public busi- 
ness of the empire is transacted in the same 
way. Erery post, from the highest to the 
lowest, is sold for money. Even pashaliks 
and kadisfaips are knocked down to the highest 
bidder ; and every ambitious man overwhelms 
himself with debt to buy an opportunily of 
oppressing his fellow-creatures. The Turkish 
government, feeling at length ashamed of 
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this state of things, has often publicly 
announced its intention of putting a stop to 
it. Formal edicts on the subject hare been 
issued ; but it cannot be expected that 
they should be obeyed, when the Sultan 
and his court are the first to break them. 
There is the following naive account in Mr. 
Biichardson's narrative, of his mission to 
Central Africa : — "I lent Mustapha (go- 
vernor of Mourzuk) a sword ; hut, after keep- 
ing it a night, he was obliged to return it, 
sending word that a firm&n had been written 
to all the functionaries of the Porte, for- 
bidding them to receive any presents 

He mentioned the things which a functionary 
of the goveniment was permitted to receive 
as p%sents, viz., two sheep, twelve pounds 
and a half of butter, fifty eggs, and two 
fowls. This to be received only once firom 
a Mend. Bat some of the functionaries say 
they can receive a cantar of butter, if divided 
into sufficiently small quantities, and spread 
over several days." 

The Pasha of Mourzuk, with his scruples 
about butter, would be looked upon with 
contempt in the European provinces of Tur- 
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keyj where everything is conducted on the 
system of backshifih, 

I have in another work, " Village Life in 
Egypt," made some observations on another 
part of this system — treating it in a lenient 
and even favourable point of view. It is 
necessary, therefore, in this place, to point 
out that there is a great difference between 
the remuneration of services, domestic or 
other, adjusted or completed according to 
the good-will of the employer and the eflS- 
cienc^ of the employed, and the payment of 
douceurs, or gratifications, to officials to 
expedite their motions and direct their 
fevours. I would not be unjustly severe on 
the Turks, because we, to a certain extent, 
imitate them in allowing military grades to 
be the object of a disgraceful traffic; — we 
have colonels by purchase just as they have 
pashas by purchase; — ^but, in spite of the 
eloquent revelations of certain advertise- 
ments, and what is known of the disposal of 
India appointments, and the acquisition of 
Parliamentary seats, our public morality 
flows to a mark sufficiently high above that 
of the Ottoman empire to allow us to exer- 
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cise criticism. "We are only corrupt in paxt ; 
but that body politic has not a heaLthjr spot 
uptm it. 

Naturally a man who has' ^Tcn a hu^ 
sum for his post of pasha» and is obliged 
continually to send presents in order to 
maintain himself in his post, b^ins his 
admiuisl^^tion by viol^it oppression. The 
worst feature of the Turkic system is, that 
all taxes are leyled directly by the military 
and political chiefs. I hare noticed in Bgypt 
the evil effects of this system ; and am dis- 
posed to think that if in that country a fair 
system of raising taxes could be introduced, 
even if they wrae heavy, it would make pro- 
digious strides in prosperity within a few 
years. Perhaps the great difficulty, both 
there and throughout the rest of the 
Turkish empire, would be to find honest 
collectors. 

Jn most countries government is a system, 
more or less ingeniously o^anized, for ex- 
torting money from the people ; and it may 
be laid down as a rule, that a governing per- 
son, or a governing class, scientifically, or by 
mere instinct, always contrive to gather to it- 
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self the whole of that thing which economists 
have not -yet been able to define, called 
profit, surplus, or wealth. The highest state 
of perfection is of course that in which each 
citizea contributes to the public burdens 
accordiag to the measure of his strength. 
The history of modem times is the histcwy 
of the readjustments of taxation consequent 
on the redistribution of political power. We 
must, therefore, always examine, not only 
the amount of money exacted by a govern- 
ment, but the way in which it exacts it, in 
order to know to what degree of civilization 
a country has arrived. In Turk^, whatever 
may have, been said of new regulations, this 
important matter has been left untouched ; 
and we must remember, that although the 
taxes levied on the subjects of the Forte are 
heavy in themselves, they would not be 
sufficient to exphdn the discontent of the 
Christian population, on which they prind.". 
pally fall. The great grievance is, that they 
are levied every year, with circumstances of 
violence and injustice incredible in Europe, 
by functionaries who stand in much the 
same relation to the people as if they were 
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brigands or invaders. Forced labour and 
other military exigencies are also added to 
produce discontent and hatred. 

I have often had occasion to coutrorert 
those who talk of the wonder&l improve- 
ments effected in Egypt by Mahommed Ali ; 
and the convincing ai^;ument on my side 
appears always to me to he, that that cIcvct 
Turk willingly endeavoured to imitate the 
external symptoms of European civilization, 
but preserved, to the very last fanatically 
every essential characteristic of Oriental ad- 
ministration. He manned fleets and drilled 
armies after the European &shion ; but he 
stole his sailors and his soldiers from the 
Lower Valley of the Nile, just as he stole 
slaves from the Upper. He bought the 
dividing-machine of Bamsden ; but he paid 
for it with money raised by the naboot. His 
grandson. Abbas Pasha, they say, is sending 
a mighty army to the assistance of his 
suzerain lord, and this announcement soimds 
well in the papers ; but I saw that army 
levied by force from amongst a frightened 
population, and know that private and cor- 
poral were hunted down, or snared like bo 
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maiLy rabbits or gazelles, amidst the boun- 
dary-rocks of Egypt. 

Sufficient has perhaps been said in various 
quarters about the Turkish bank; and I 
wish to avoid repetitions. The state of the 
finances of the empire, as most of my 
readers well know^ is at present deplorable. 
It has been produced chiefly by tampering 
■with the coinage, which has taken place, 
firom time to time, at short intervals within 
this century. The rapacity of the pashas, 
however, was one of the causes why the 
treasury of some of the ridiest countries of 
the world was nearly always empty. In- 
stead of forwarding the tribute they raised 
to Constantinople, th^ seized the greater 
part for themselves, and only sent, as a kind 
of bribe for imptmity, a small portion to 
head-quarters. I know an instance of a 
district fi.'om which was annually levied the 
sum of 400,000 piastres, whilst only 38,000 
found their way to Constantinople. It 
may easily be imagined, therefore, that the 
Ft^te was constantly involved in financial 
diflSLCulties. The remedy adopted was to 
bring about what were in reality periodical 
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bankruptdes. But it must not be imagined 
that the ^remment was ever conscioad of 
the nature of its doings. It followed the 
interested adTice of a number of bankers, 
Armenian and others, who saw the oppor- 
tunit;^^ of making a profit. The method 
adopted was peremptorily to call in the 
money in circulation, and to re-mint it, in- 
creasing the alloy to an enormous extent. 
!Fimums were pubUshed, threatening the 
severest punishment to uiy who should be 
found guilty of withholding any old coins. 
In this unscrupulous way a small profit was 
certainly made by the government, but not 
anything like what was expected. The 
great gains went into the pockets of the 
bankers, Armenian and Buropean — such as 
Dous-Oglou,-Batatzi, Alion, and others — at 
whose instigation the measure was adopted. 
These individuals sent secret emissaries 
throughout the empire to buy up the old 
coinage at a little more than its nominal 
value, and then remitted the specie to Eng- 
land and other places to be melted down, 
and returned in the shape of ingots for sale 
to the Turkish mint. 



dt, Google 



PUBLIC OFFICES AND FINANCE. 29 

This trick has been so often played in the 
space of sixty years, that whoever possessed 
coins to the intrinsic value of one pound 
steriing now finds himself possessed but of 
the intrinsic value of one shillii^. The ducat 
of Austria or Holland, valued in Europe at 
about nine shillings, was worth in Turkey, 
fifty years ago, only three piastres. It is 
now worth from fifty-five to sixty. The 
common coin in circulation consists of villa^ 
nous pieces of five and six piastres of most 
detestable material, scarcely worUi half their 
nominal value. 

I might dilate on this part of the question 
almost ad infinitttm. All kinds of oppres- 
sion are practised on the B^yah subjects, 
throughout the empire, but especially at a 
distance from Constantinople. From time 
to time orders of the Sultan are published, 
enjoining all the inhabitants of the cities and 
the provinces to give up to the treasury the 
coins called Istafika, (obsolete) that is, old 
Turkish coins or foreign money, at a price 
fixed by the government, in exchange for the 
deprecdated money above described. In this 
way have the people been despoUed occasion- 
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ally up'to the present time. The representa- 
tires of European natiouB at Constantinople, 
at firat not understanding the evil, did not 
interfere to prevent it with their counsd, and 
when they did so, th^ found their efforts 
useless, and were compelled to content thran- 
selves with protecting their own subjects, 
and guaranteeing them against molestation 
hy the Turkish authorities. No succesBfol 
attempt has hitherto he&a. made to. protect 
the Ottoman Bayahs firom this kind of spolia- 
tion. They remain subject to the capriee 
and good pleasure of the local goremors, 
who are delighted at this opportunity of 
Texation. Wbenerer they choose to suspect 
that good coin has been withhdd, they make 
domiciliary visits, and search the houses, 
even down to the very cellars. Travellers in 
the interior, on arriving at the Derveni, or 
Defiles, are stripped by the guards down to 
their Tery shoes, in those wild places, and 
searched for hidden pieces of contraband gold, 
which are of course confiscated when found. 
The abuses that may take place on sudi occa- 
sions, in addition to the oppression ordered 
by the government, may easUy be imagined. 
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During the progress of the late reform a 
kind of paper money — exchequer-hiUs, in fact, 
were put in circulation ; but how could it be 
expected that they should maintain their 
value when the government itself was the 
first to depreciate them P If these notes are 
tendered in paymMit of taxes, they are only 
received at a loss of from ten to twenty per 
cent. ; and if government disburse new.gold, 
it exacts a premium, also of from ten to 
twenty per cent. — a hundred and twenty 
p&istres for its own piece of the nominal 
value of one hundred ! It must be added, 
that the actual holders of the exchequer- 
bonds are in a state of the greatest possible 
uncertainty ; for no one knows what amoimt 
has really been issued. The first sum was a 
hundred million piastres; then three hundred 
millions were added; but what has since 
been from time to time sent into the market 
even the government itself would be puzzled 
to tell. There are besides, a prodigious 
number of forged notes known to be in cir- 
culation ; but from the clumsy way in which 
the originals axe executed, detection is im- 
possible. 
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The same carelessness and want of honesty 
is exhibited in every other department. Per 
example, the customs of each pashalik or 
district are in general farmed to priTate indi- 
viduals. There is no auction, no competitioii. 
of any kind. The ministers treat directly 
with their fevourite Armenian, Jewish, 
Turkish, or Greek bankers ; and a public 
agreeinent is made for a certain sum, whUst 
private stipulations are of course entered 
into, BO that ofBoial interest may be re- 
warded. 1 might mention an instance in 
which a pasha has been induced to s^ a 
certain revenue of 8,000,000 piastres for 
560,000. In farming the other branches 
of the revenue, as for example, the titiie, 
which is paid in kind, similar recklessness is 
displayed ; for even when the semblance of 
an auction is attempted, every one knows 
beforehand who is to be the successM 
bidder, and under whose patronage. 

These &ct3, taken at bap-hazard from a 
thousand similar ones, are perhaps suf&cient 
in themselres to destroy our belief in the 
vitality of what has sometimes been called 
the r^enerate Ottoman empire. Without 
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izapngning the motives or even the intelli- 
gence of those who have directed the Reform 
movement, I may be permitted to Bay that 
that movement has utterly failed. The 
Turks stUl remain a barbarous tribe, en- 
camped in Europe, where by the sufferaace 
and through the mutual jealousies of the 
great powers they check the development 
and stifie the resources of the finest provinces 
in the world. They are incapable of r^ene- 
ration. A corpse may be galvanized .into 
motion, but it eamiot be restored to life by 
anything short of a miracle ; and these are 
not the times when we can afTord to make so 
oorious an experiment on so great a scale. 
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FOBUATION OF I 

MusUms — Sobools — Ko Scieotifio Instruction — Ob- 
stacles to Progress — Reel Education of a young 
Turk — Etiquette and Bigotry — Mothers and Sooa — 
Fhymcal Development — Results — Stoiy of Biza 
Fasha, the Welideh and the Sultan — Episode of 
Stambonli Diplomacy — Treaty of Balta Liman — 
Youths sent to Europe — TheOsmanIi regenerated. 

It was necessaiy to give a few instances 
of the public corruption of the Ottoman 
empire, because this is the immediate reason 
for abandoning it to its fate, or rather for 
replacing the present tottering structure by 
one more solid, if less magnificent. We must 
not, however, lay too much stress upon 
symptoms ; nor must we be unjust to the 
Turks. Given the necessity to depart from 
their ancient policy and endeavour to go to 
school to Europe, they have perhaps done as 
much as they could — ^that is, nothing, or 
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-worse than nothing. They are incapacitated 
from improvement by the very feet of their 
being Muslims; by the very circumstance 
which once constituted their strength. All 
nations which have been violently moulded 
by an idea, religious or otherwise, — Jews, 
Spartans, or Turks, — seem to arrive neces- 
sarily at a period when not only does their 
old energy disappear, but they prove them- 
selves incapable of any new impulse. They 
collapse and crumble into dust ; for the fire 
has been too strong within them, and the 
core is reduced to ashes. 

The manners and character of the Mus- 
lims, and especially of the Turks, have been 
entirely formed on the Koran. Ho inquiring 
literature or philosophy has risen up in their 
minds to take the place of the enthusiasm 
that was to die away. There has never been 
among them anything like public instruction 
of an elevated character. - The elementary 
schools, whether attached to mosques or 
fountains, or meeting under trees or hedges, 
are numerous, it is true; but nothing is 
taught la them beyond reading and writicg. 
The children sit in circles, and snuffle out 
1)2 
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passages of the !£oran in chorus, or scrawl 
out sentences on their wooden slates. The 
science of arithmetic is only learned hj a 
few at a later period. There are no school- 
books at all. The child of ten years old, like 
the old man of fifty, derires in Turkey aU his 
ideas of religion, morals, politics, law, and 
geography, &om the mystical paragraphs of 
the sacred volume. It is true there is a 
Turkish literature containing some good 
books ; but these are now rarely read. The 
Turk has settled down into a mere animal 
state. The medressis, or colleges, are prin- 
cipally frequented by persons who do not in- 
tend to attempt occupying any puhHc situa- 
tion> and who wish to console and prepare 
themsdves for the future by a life of medita- 
tion. There is taught there, however, a kind 
of body of practical philosophy founded on 
the Koran, together with the Arabic and 
Persian languages. No sdentific instruction 
is even attempted. The knowledge of Euro- 
pean literature and arts — even in those who 
have travelled in France and England— is so 
■ limited as scarcely to be worth alluding to. 
I have often had occasion to observe the im- 
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penetrability of all easterns, and especially 
the Turks, to our ideas, which may enter 
their ears, but never penetrate fiirtber, not 
finding any place ready to receire them. . Of 
course it is scarcely necessary to repeat that 
there is one irresistible obstacle to the march 
of the Muslim mind. It cannot be converted 
to any other foirm of fJEiith. Death awaits 
the apostate ; but it is rare that its applica- 
tion ever becomes necessary. There is, in- 
deed, no well-authenticated instance that I 
am aware of, in which a disciple of the Koran 
has passed over to Christianity except from 
motives connected with interest or the pas- 
sions. I have told a story somewh^ of a 
youth who kissed the Cross from love, and 
trod upon the Crescent, but he found his way 
back to Egypt again, imploring forgiveness, 
and was executed by the club on the shores 
of the Cape of 'Figs. No faith seems to 
have taken a firmer hold of humanity 
than this sensual one. How it is so deeply 
implanted I cannot tell. The Albanians, 
so recently converted by force, are now 
the most virulent sectaries of the Koran, 
which appears to have had a wonderful 
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affinity with their hai^h and ruthless 
minds. 

I shall now endeavour briefly to describe 
the real course of education through which, 
in practice, the young Turk passes on his 
way to place and power. We shall thus 
better be able to understand how it happens 
that morality is at so low an ebb in that un- 
happy country. Good conduct in after-life 
depends more than we are disposed to admit 
on the ideas of right and wrong inculcated 
almost in infajwy — at the period when disr 
putes ariso about tops, and probity presides 
over the distribution of sugar-plnms. Let 
us take a Turkish boy, and follow him from 
his Tery birth. If the parents are rich, he is 
given at once into the han^ of a slave-nurse, 
who, to all appearance, differs from the beast 
only in the power of vocal utterance ; if they 
are poor, he remains at the breast of the 
mother, whose intelligence is not of a much 
higher degree of development. When he 
has learned to run, he is confided by the 
wealthy to the care of a servant become in- 
capable from age of performing any other 
duty; or to a negro slave bought for the 
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purpose. These preceptors, who know not 
either how to read or to write, take out their 
charges on ^Fridays and feast-daTs to the 
public promenades, on the borders of the 
BosphoruB, and sit with them on their knees, 
watching the passers-by. On. such occasions 
they are taught to salute with becoming 
Turkish grarity the pashas, the viziers, the 
ministers, and s31 dignitaries who pass in 
their carriages or their caiques. If by chance 
an European — a minister of some foreign 
court — happens to go by, and the child, 
eager for information, inquire, " Who is 
that ?" the answer is " Domouz Giaour,'* — 
" hog of an infidel I " upon which the young 
helicTer inmiediately makes the peculiar 
sign of contempt, which consists in forking 
the fingers and thrusting them forward, as 
if to blind a person. Thus th^ are early 
inoculated with hatred and contempt for 
whaterer is not Muslim— for whatever has 
the least tincture of modem civilization. 

Having gone through this admirable course 
.of etiquette and bigotry, at the age of seven 
.or eight the boys are put under a Khoja, or 
priest, whose duty it is to teach the arts of 
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reading and writing the Torkish language. 
The process is slow, and the required profi- 
ci6n<^ is not attained before the age of twelve 
or fifteen years. In this, indeed, consists all 
the mental training which is directly giren. 
If anything else is learned, it is accidentally. 
But, in the mean time, the lads are pushed 
focwaid in another department, by the ab- 
surd impatience of their mothers to see them 
men — terbiekf as they ^>ress it. The de- 
tails which might be given of their early de- 
moralization would seem incredible if they 
could be ventured on ; sufELce it to say, that 
the slave-girls, bought generally, as will be 
seen, for a different purpose, are incited to 
obey every caprice of their young masters, 
and even to make every possible advance — 
so that the fond mother may be able to boast 
of the precocious development of her boy I 

There is, p^haps, no feature in manners 
in any other country more fearful than this— 
mothers presiding, from some stupid form of 
self-love, over the worst possible direction 
that can be given to youthful energy. 
Fathers for the most part take no heed of this 
department beyond providing that their sons. 
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shall marry as early as possible. It generally 
happens that a betrothal has taken place at 
an. early age. If the youth develop too 
rapidly, th^ give him one or two female 
slaves, sometimes as his own property; so 
that he is deprived for ever of the chance of 
learning the most important lesson which 
human nature has to learn, namely, re- 
straint over the passions. 

About this time, some few lads go to the 
medressis, or colleges, which I have men- 
tioned, and fewer still apply themselves to 
study under the direction of private mast«rs. 
But the vast mass remain hanging about 
thdr fathCT's house, practising the art of 
' riding on hoi^eback, and amusing themselves 
in mere firivolity, or worse. 

Under such auspices it is that the Turkish 
youth reaches the age of twenty or so, when 
he is considered capable of entering the 
public service, of occupying lofty positions, 
and of governing the state. We must not 
be surprised, ther^ore, that he is by this 
time worn out in mind and often in body ; 
and that he seizes with avidity on the pri- 
TUege whidi the new Beform has given him. 
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of drinking, wine, and, above all, spirituous 
liquors, by which his Btupefaction ia com- 
pleted. It is firom. among youths of this 
description that are chosen the n^nlsters by 
whom the Turkish empire is governed ; uid, 
indeed, iiutanoes have occurred in which a 
grand vizier has not even been able to read 
or write. 

Biza Pasha may be cit«d as an example. 
The history of his rise to power and the 
Ticissitudes of his ministerial fortunes seem 
a fragment of romance. He was originally a 
waiter in a coffee-house, without hope, and 
probably without the ambition, to rise higher 
than the succession of his master. One day 
the Sultan Mahmoud, who was fond of going 
about his capital in semi-incognito, happened 
to enter the coffee-house where Biza was 
serving, quite a boy. He was strudc with his 
beauty ; for physical perfections have always 
more to do than mental with the sudden ele- 
vations so &equent in oriental annals ; and 
taking him at once to his palace, made him 
pne of his minions, and raised him rapidly 
from one post to another until he became 
paaha. The young and handsome Biza sooa 
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attracted the attention of the "Welideh, a prin- 
(apal wife of the Saltan, and an intrigue is 
said to have been set on foot. Hahmoud 
about this time died, and Abd-ul-Mejid began 
nominally to reign, whilst the queen-mother 
in reality hdd the reins of authority. She 
soon chose Biza for* her prime minister, and 
for some time affairs went on well enough 
under their joint management. But it was 
written that their harmony should not last. 
Biza (1846) began to misconduct himself, 
in the opinion of his royal mistress. Her 
jealousy was excited and she determined to 
ovrarthrow him. This, however, was not to 
be. done without the concurrence of Abd- 
ul-Mejid, who had now a will of his own, 
and who was not likely to be pleased by a 
confession of the real motives of her altered 
opinion. She accordingly communicated to 
the young Sultan reports which she had 
heard of the dissolute life of his prime 
minister, and urged him to ascertain the 
&ct by personal observation. The counsel 
found favour in the eyes of his majesty. 
He was told that Kiza, as soon as the 
easy business of his day was over, used to 
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retire to one of the imperial kiosques on the 
horders of the Bosphonis, and pass the night 
in jollity. The morning was generally spent 
in sleeping off the effects of this debauch; 
and on Eriday, the Mahommedan sabhath, 
the orgie was generally recommenced in the 
afternoon and continued during the second 
night. Accordingly, early one Friday, Abd- 
ul-Mejid took his caique, and b^an to visit 
all his kiosques one after the other. The 
navigation was tedious, time passed away, 
garden after garden was inspected, and no 
signs of the wassailers appeared. Towards 
evening, however, the caique stopped at a 
landing-place, at some distance from which 
inland, there was a kiosque situated in a 
vineyard. By this time the Sultan was 
tired, yet, determined not to be balked in 
his researches, he sent one of bis attendants 
with orders to bring an accurate account at 
midnight of whatever he observed. This 
done, Abd-ul-Megid returned to his palace, 
half-reassured as to the moral cbzuracter of 
his minister. But the attoidant, on reaching 
the vineyard, found Biza with several other 
dignitaries, bowl in hand, surrounded l^ 
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dancing-girls, engaged energetically in relax* 
ing his mind, overpowered by political exer- 
tions. The dizzy conclave received him with 
acclamations of welcome, glorying, as topers 
generally do, that there should be a new 
arrival to keep them in countenance or 
encourage them to fresh excesses. It was 
necessary to drink; so the spy drank. 
Temptation was strong : he drank too much, 
and it was only at midnight that he remem- 
bered the commands he had received. Hast- 
ening to staler away, which he did unob- 
served, he repaired to the palace where the 
Sultan impatiently awaited him. The words 
which he found it impossible to utter were 
unnecessary. His condition spoke for itself. 
The next day Biza Fasha was dismissed, and 
Beschid was named vizier in his stead ; and 
reform became again the order of the day. 

An episode of Stambouli diplomacy occurs 
under my pen. It will illustrate the strength 
of the principles upon which the Sultan 
Abd-ul-Mejid acted on this occasion, as well 
as throw a fresh light on the state of things 
in regenerate Turkey. Every one remem- 
bers that the Hungariaa and Polish insur- 
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gents, retreating liefore the combined Busaiui 
and Austrian arniiea, Bought ahelter in the 
Ottoman territory, and that the victors, not 
satisfied with their triumph, desired to 
gain possession of the ftigitives. An aide-de- 
camp of the Emperor Nicholas was sent to 
make a formal demand of extradition. The 
Porte, whether instigated by pride, or yield- 
ing to other influences, refused to violate the 
laws of hospitality — refused, trembling. It 
was determined to send a diplomatist to 
plead in person with the Russian autocrat. 
How was this to be managed ? The envoy 
had made his demand in a tone that ad- 
mitted of no negotiation, no ha]f-measuresj 
no shuffling — no diplomacy, in a word. He 
would not of course listen to a proposal 
to despatch a coxmter-negotiator, and would 
naturally refuse a passport. The Russian 
ambassador, M. Titoff, celebrated for his 
economy and his prudence, kept aloof in the 
affair, and found more solace in the pleasant 
neighbourhood of Mount Athos than in 
treading the thorny paths of eastern diplo- 
macy. A ruse was determined on — ^namely, 
to despatch a steamer secretly to Varna with 
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private despatches for Fuat Effendi, the 
commissary plenipotentiary of the Ottoman 
Porte in Wallachiai ordering him to ask for 
a passport from General Duhamel, as if he 
merely wished to pay his personal respects 
to the Czar, who was at Warsaw. The 
general fell into the trap ; the effendi crossed 
the Bitssian frontier, hastened to the pre- 
sence of his imperial majesty, and was suc- 
cessfol in his mission. 

But, meanwhile, it was nece^ary to keep 
things quiet at Constantinople. The Bussian 
envoy (who, until Fuat had safely crossed 
the frontier, was not let into the secret that 
the negotiations had been thus artfidly 
removed from Constantinople to "Warsaw, 
and that his position had been reduced to 
cme of mere expectancy) was naturally irri- 
tated. The ministry began to fear that so 
bold a stroke might end in their total defeat, 
and that the old Opposition would seize this 
opportimity to use the timidity of the Sultan 
as an instrument of its devation. What way 
the plan detenoined on P To draw off the 
attention of his imperial majesty from poli- 
tical affitirs, and prevent him from seeing 
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anybody that was hostile to them, the 
ministry resorted to a truly oriental expe- 
dient. They took the Sultan day after day 
to the TCTy kiosques which once in a fit of 
nioral indignation he had Tisited in search <^ 
Riza, and there intoxicated him in his torn 
with music, beauty, and strong drinks. The 
orgies lasted until his reeling majesty was 
incapable of business for the day. Similar 
scenes took place in the evening at another 
kiosque in a vineyard belonging to one of 
the ministers. Here all the members of the 
cabinet, with the exception of B«schid Pasha, 
who has always been celebrated for sobriety, 
assembled to drown their cares in wine, and 
encourage each other to resolution between 
two hiccups. Thus the Porte, during this 
anxious period, sought for courage in the 
bottle ; and while Europe thrilled with ad- 
miration at its magnanimity, scarcely re- 
tained sufficient preseuce of mind even to 
understand the threats which the Eussian 
envoy in vain poured forth. 

Under such anspidoua drcomstances it 
was that the treatjr of Balta liman was 
made — a treaty in which, despite the pre- 
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aence of the English fleet off the Dardanelles, 
a clause was inserted h^hly detrimental to 
the interests of Turk^. The Hr^8sian9 
obtained permission to advance their troops 
into Wallachia at any given moment, with- 
out sending previous warning to the Porte. 
It is useless to insist on the possible im- 
portance of this clause^ b^aiise whilst t 
write, its evil effects are setting all Europe 
in an uproar. By its means the Czar was 
enabled two years ago to prepare for his 
present master-stroke, by impreswng on the 
mind of the public — ever ready to interpret 
&vourably the actions of the first tiger-man 
^ who may be in possesaon of supreme au- 
thority — an idea of his excessive moderation. 
The party of peace at any price, armed with 
this disastrous clause and that politic retreat 
to which I allude, are now eagerly endeavour- 
ing to prove that the occupation of the 
Danubian provinces will not constitute a 
ffostu belli — foi^tting that a privilege 
granted as a safeguard against revolution 
cannot be rightfully exercised as a menace 
knda means of coercion. 
To return, however, to the means by which 
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the Turkish mind is prepared to enter upon 
the career of civilization which some enthu- 
siasts have predicted for them. Great stress 
is hy many laid on the fact that youths 
have been spnt with different views to 
France, England, or other countries, for 
the purpose of haring their minds improred. 
In most cases thest students remain Turks 
both in mind and manners, and show 
themselves utterly incapable of receiving 
impressions. The best of them, chameleon- 
like, take the colour of the medium in 
which they are placed, and return enthu- 
siastic about English, Prench, or German 
ideas. Ab soon, however, as they are placed . 
amidst scenes to which they have been 
accustomed in their youth, they almost 
invariably revert to thdr old condition, and 
retain little of what they have learned be- 
yond a few words with which they may 
deceive Europeans inquisitive about the 
progress of civilized ideas in the East. I 
have pointed out in other places the fact 
that in Egypt, however the reigning family 
— aU Turks in soul as in blood — may pretend 
to have been influenced by European ideas, 
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they hare been only so externally — in the 
costume, as it were, of their government. 
All essential matters — especially the mode 
of collecting the revenue — have been allowed 
to remain as before. The same remark may, 
as a general rule, be extended to Turkey. 
The turban has been abandoned; but the 
lining of the head has not been changed." 

B Bey blating about !Rousseau and 

Bicardo in the same breath that he orders 
his pipe-filler to be bastinadoed for dropping 
a hot coal on his carpet, or issues a mandate 
for seizing on every passer-by, man, woman, 
or child, to dig a watercourse through his 
garden, is a type of the Osmanh r^caerated 
by European ideas. 
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CHAPTER V. 

rsMALB nrrLmtNCB os crviLOinos. 

Ignorance of the Women — Anecdote i—AccompHslimeiitB 
— Harim Life — Bachelora — Licentiouanesa of the 
Turks — Intetoowse of Man and Wife — Married 
Women and Intrigaes — Constantinople, how built — 
I^menades of the J^dies — CartB — Amusements — 
Jollifications — Walk of Elm-trees — Jew Comedians — 
Sumptuary Lavs — Women in the Harims — Their 
Infiuenoe on Manners — Woman of the East and of 
the West 

We have thus seen in, what way the 
aspiring youth of Turkey are brought up, 
and how they have profited by the diminu- 
tion of bigotry effected by the reform. 
*'Men make laws, but women form man* 
ners," says the proverb. Let us, thCTefore, 
say something of female education in Tur- 
key. In the first place, it is perhaps unne- 
cessary to state that in their case the Elhoja 
is not called in. Not one of them learns how 
to read or to write; or, if there be a few ex- 
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ceptioDS, the;^ oannot be mentioned, from 
their rarity, in an aocotmt of manners. I 
have heard of an instance m which learning 
was mentioned by a female marriage-broker 
as an inducement to a young man in search 
of a pattern wife. He was at first alarmed, 
and determined to break off the match; 
. but curiosity attracted him, and when he 
got possession of his bride, his first care 
was to open a Koran and set it before 
her, and request her to read. She ran her 
pretty farama-stained fingers down the page, 
and at last came to the letter vxtw, upon 
which she pleasantly barked, "waw-wato" 
like a little dog. This was Hie sum of her 
knowledge; and the young husband took her 
in his arms, and exclaimed : " Thanks be to 
the Prophet,,it is no- worse I"_ Up to the age 
of twelve years, girls are treated rather as 
dolls than as children, surrounded with aU 
kinds of mistaken kindness, accustomed to 
receive obedience from numerous slaves of 
their sex. Afterwards some slight notions 
of the conduct of household aflfkirs are given 
them, — as how to wield a chibouk, how to 
present it to their husbands, how to hand 
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round sherbets. Sometimes they are taught 
to play on the tambourine, or an instru- 
ment resembling an elongated guitar. This 
is about the amount of their educa>- 
tion. 

We commonly conceive a Turk as a burly 
individual, surrounded by a great number of 
submissive beauties, anxious for the honour 
of the handkerchief ; but it is not remembered 
that there is a prodigious number of bache- 
lors in the East. In spite of the disgrace in 
which celibacy is held, a large proportion of 
the men of the middle classes abstain from 
marriage, on account of the difS.culties thrown 
in their way by manners and the competition 
of the rich. I have known instances among 
the Levantines in which a young shopkeeper- 
has been compelled to spend half his capital 
to procure a dirty little wife. The same 
system of purchase prevails among the Turks, 
and is indeed derived firom them. The num- 
ber of unmarried persons in the Ottoman, 
empire is therefore very great. This may 
partly account for the development of vices 
which alone are sufficient to bring a race to 
the lowest depths of degradation, and to 



dt, Google 



FEHAUB IKIXrBNCE ON CrVJXIZATION. 55 

which I can do no more than allude 
here. 

The Turks are naturally a licentious race. 
Even the conformation of their heads reveals 
that fact. The posterior portion is enor- 
mously developed; and the iiapes of their 
necks are something almost miraculous to 
behold — they resemble those of bulls. They 
are ofl«n uxorious, and in case no suspicion of 
jealousy crosses their minds, treat their wives 
with considerable deference. Few will venture 
to appear in the presence of their ladies in the 
slightest degree intoxicated ; and they 11111 
submit to be beaten on the day of Beiram, 
if from poverty, or other causes, they have 
been unable to bring home the roast shoulder 
of mutton required by inexorable custom for 
the family dinner of that day. Eastern 
ladies often resort to this summary mode of 
proceeding with their lords and masters, 
even when not protected by the privilege of 
a festival. It is true that, on the other 
hand, th'ey are exposed, to similar treatment 
if they carry the joke too far, or misbehave 
in any way ; and that the sack — of which it 
is now the custom to make fun among wags 
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who have looked at the outside of eastern 
maimers — ^is always ready to punish serious 
derdictions of duty. 

Once married, the Turkish women con- 
rider themselves free; and, indeed, tiiey 
enjoy fer more freedom than we are accus- 
tomed to helieve in Europe. Their veils and 
hideous uniform costume keep them in a 
state of permanent disguise ; and with this 
advantage, under pretext of paying virits to 
friends or relations, they may go where they 
will in company with their slaves. Only the 
wives of the Sultan and some great Tizias 
are now ^icumhered with the unpleasant 
attendance of eunuchs. A not uncommon 
place of resort is one of the puhlic cemeteries, 
where hasty intrigues are often formed with 
soldiers, peasants, the first comer, in fact ; 
for it is perfectly absurd to expect to find 
our notions of morality, save as wonderful 
exceptions, in a country where aU the con- 
ditions necessary to their growth are want- 
ing. Narratives, more or less exact, have 
often been given of eastern intrigues. I 
shall not enter upon that ground, being 
satisfied to remark, in general, that when 
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the hero of their tale is a Frank, it is pro- 
bable that romance has adorned or originated 
the story. It is quite certain, however, that 
TarMsh women do find plentiful opportunities 
of intriguing with men of their own religion, 
not only in the way I have indicated, but in 
many others. Their imaginative literature, 
like that of the Arabs, deals almost entirely 
in the artifices by which lovers have con- 
trived to meet, eluding the guardianship of 
eunuchs, and of husbands or masters. 

Constantinople, like all eastern cities, 
seems built principally with a view of 
insuring the privacy of families, and thus 
iTondering intrigues impossible. The windows 
that look upon the street always remain 
closed with lattice-work. It never happens 
that the windows of one house look upon the 
courtyard or garden of another. All pMr-* 
tition-walls are extremely .lofty, and are 
sometimes raised still higher by an ugly 
hoarding. This mysterious mode of living 
is excessively tantalizing to strangers, who 
have sometimes imprudently endeavoured to 
satisfy their curiosity, but generally with 
disastrous results. 
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Nearly all Tuikish women, sally out every 
Friday to take the air, away from the town, 
on the banks of the Bosphorus, or to some of 
the places where water and shade may be 
found. The wealthy go in carts without 
springs, of unwieldy and primitive constmo 
tion, — six or seven heaped together ; — and 
sometimes theii husbands lead the oxen or 
horses to the chosen spot, and then go away, 
leaving the women perfectly free to enjoy 
themselves as they please. The most popular 
amusements are the singing and music of 
the- gipsy women, who repair thither for^ the 
purpose — music which is amorously languid, 
and singing which is detestably indecent. A 
lunch is generally brought out, and when 
this is despatched, smoking and drinking 
conuuence — drinking not of sherbet, but 
of good brandy, or other strong liquors, 
which soon induce a boisterous gaiety, so 
that the sultanas whom we often imagine 
as pining away imprisoned, may be seen 
rolling in convulsions of inextinguishable 
laughter on the turf, or huddled up in a 
still more advanced stage of intoxication, 
like bundles of rags. Their Montenegrin 
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servants, who are the privil^ed beholda-s 
of these scenes, are often compelled to haul 
them into their carte, in which they are 
jolted back to the harim. Those who are not 
too far gone frequently pull up in passing 
through the Christian quarter, at the doors 
of taverns, to get more drink ; and a file of a 
hundred carts may often be seen stopping in 
one street, siW. full of women, some made bold 
and chattering by their excess, others hang- 
ing sleepily about and murmuring to be 
taken home.' There is a walk planted with 
elm-trees, not far from the city, where only 
women are admitted. Two or three thousand 
assemble there at a time, and, sitting upon a 
verdant slope, enjoy the indescribable panto- 
mime of a comedy, which some infamous 
Jews, hired for the purpose, perform on the 
limits of the forbidden ground for their 
amusement. Europeans, of course, cannot 
&a.teT the walk itself, but they may see the 
crowds collected at a distance, and hear the 
shrill applause which every act more than 
usually beastly of the mountebanks creates 
in the female crowd. On these occa- 
sions . it would scarcely be possible for - a 
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stranger to recognize eastern life ttam the 
descriptions he is accustomed to read. The 
free conduct of. the women has more than 
once attracted the attention of the govern- 
ment, which not very long ago pubhshed an 
edict, complaining that they remained out 
late at night, that they rode forth in coaches 
with young Christian drivers ; that they ven- 
tured into shops, especially those of apothe- 
caries ; and even pushed their audacity so far 
as to eat ices in the Frankish coffee-houses of 
Galata and Pera. The edict accordingly re- 
commended that early hours should be kept, 
and forbade women to enter shops of any 
kind, or be driven about by young coachmen. 
These int^erences with manners which were 
supposed to be great advances in civilization, 
and which seem strangely accompanied by 
proclamations giving permission to women 
to appear on the puhhc promenades, were of 
course ineffectual. The women cQntinne 
their old customs, though some have been 
hanged or drowned for being found in the 
hack shops of Christians. It will require 
something else besides repressive measures 
to bring about a reform in this respect. All 
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laws in the East, moreover, hare the 
temporary character of proclamations. They 
are applied for a day and forgotten. It is 
forbidden, for example, most expressly for 
shopnfen to have any other than old men as 
servants ; and they almost without exception 
have spruce dashing young attendants. 

In the interior of the harims the occupa- 
tion of the women consists chiefly in receiv- 
ing visits, telling equivocal stories, dyeing 
the finger-nails, painting the cheek and eye- 
, brows. Dancing-girls are sometimes intro- 
duced; and lately barrel-organs, with ob- 
scene puppets, have been forwarded in great 
numbers from Italy, for the amusement of 
these idle princesses. 

I wish particularly, having said so much, to 
guard against the supposition that I attempt 
to deny to the Turkish women the possession 
of any good qualitiea whatever. It is evi- 
dent, that, like all other Eastern women, their 
attachment to their children — however mis- 
understood — ^18 great; and bright instances 
of conjugal fidelity and devotion have been 
quoted. My plan necessarily leads me into 
a criminating tone ; and it is qxiite sufficient 
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that the great mass of the female Muslim 
population of Turkey should hare the faults, 
andshouldfollowthecustomBlhayeiadicatedi 
to render my argumrait complete. Brought 
up hy such mothers, it is ahsolutely Impos- 
sible that there can be any hope Uf regene. 
ration in the Ottoman race. There is one " 
trait of Turkish manners which I hardly like 
to omit, and which it is almost necessary to 
tell, in order to illustrate completely the 
material mode of viewing things which stUl 
prevails amongst this race. The old joke of , 
the crier going about the street of a morning 
is founded in fact ; and the law allows the 
wife once a week to be supreme over her 
husband. 

Travellers are accustomed to discuss 
gravely whether or not the Turkish womai 
prefer the system of semi-sedusion to which 
they are subject, to the FranMsh system. 
The fact is, that their education predudea 
them from understanding any other state of 
manners than thdr own. If we wish to 
discover their real sentiments, we must ex- 
amine how far they have broken through, 
by the irresistible force of female persever- 
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ance, the bamere which jealousy in theory 
erects around them. According to Muslim 
ideas, a woman should live only for her 
husband ; ' shoxild never show herself, though 
v^ed, to another man ; should avoid inter- 
course with strangers even by signs. How 
for practice coincides with their theory we 
have seen; and it may safely be said that 
the system of seclimon is- practically con- 
demned. 



dt, Google 



CKAPTEB VI. 

TUREiaH WIT£9 ASO UOTHEBS. 

PecaSar Trade — Kuiseries of WiveB and Motbers — 
Buying up Young Oirb — Traffic in Georgian 
SLavea — How they are imported — Miserable Con- 
dition — Th« Market — PrepftratOTy School for the 
Harim — Wives of the Sultan — Curioqs Contest — 
Princes of the Blood — Treatment of Princesses — 
Horrible ZncideDt — The Slave Bazaars. 

Man? rich. Turkish ladies carry on a trade, 
for which we have scarcely any name. They 
keep what may be called Nurseries of Wives 
and Mothers; and find both pleasure and 
profit in training their young prot%6e8 
for the duties of married life. Their agents 
go about collecting the raw material of their 
manufacture, picking up orphans, foundlings, 
or the children of poor parents ; for in the 
East there is no prejudice of birth, and the 
lady is d^tinguished &om her servant only 
by education or wealth. The task of train- 



dt, Google 



TUBEISH WIVES AND U0THEB8. 65 

ing is hy no means difficult. 'Noi mucli 
knowledge is expected of an Oriental matron ; 
and in this case at least neither the idea of 
virtue nor the sentiment of modesty is in- 
culcated. We have already hinted in what 
way the flock of young maidens ia made to 
contribute to the development of the young 
masters of the house. The rest of their in- 
stmction is simple enough, differing indeed 
ia no respect from that which has been 
described in the previoxis section. They are 
early ready to be sold as wives or mistresses. 
Beautiful girls are often bought by these 
professional trainers in high life for eight or 
ten pounds, and afterwards sold for four or 
five hundred. The profit constitutes the 
pin-money of the harim. A number of 
old women — ^bride-brokers— carry on the 
trade, to which not the slightest idea of 
shame is attached. They discuss the price 
of their merchandise para by para, and as 
openly as if they were selling a pair of 
dippers or a parcel of perfume. Sometimes 
t^ey act as agents for some old gentleman, 
who finds his house lonety and his purse 
Buffiraently fall to enable him to indulge in 
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-the luxury of a companion ; and sometimes 
they undertake the still more equivocal task 
of going about warming the imagioations of 
bachelors and others by luxurious descrip- 
tions of the caged beauties. They, generally 
take money on either hand, and it must be 
admitted that many good matches are struck 
up by their care. 

There is no pr^udice against partners ob- 
tained bythese means. On the contrary, many 
Tiu-ks prefer damsels brought up in this way 
— perhaps because they are without the in- 
cumbrance of relations — especially when they 
come from the harim of a minister or other 
great functionary. The wife of Beschid Pasha, 
who by the way is no polygamist, has gene- ' 
raUy some forty young creatures to dispose o^ 
and finds no difficulty in getting rid of them. 
The demand is always equal to the supply. 

Another so\irce from which vacant harims 
are filled is the market of Georgian slaves ; 
but it is by no means so popular. These 
unhappy creatures, who are embarked at 
Trebisond on board of the regular steamers, 
reach Constantinople in a very sad and 
pitiable state. We can imagine, an Euro- 
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pean reader almost envying the captain ■ 
under whose care is placed so poetical a 
cai^ ; but, alas I the truth is, that the Geor- 
gians are looked upon almost as suspiciously 
as a hundred cases of leeches for the Mar- 
seilles market. It is true they are separated 
as much as possible firom the rest of the pas- 
sengers, penned in like a flock of sheep, and 
hidden by dirty cloths ; or, in bad weather, 
crammed below like negroes in the middle 
passage. In spite of these precautions the 
whole vessel suffers from their presence. 
Nearly every one of them baa the itch ; and, 
without exception, every one brings away a 
colony of native vermin. This is easily 
accounted for. The poor things resranble 
not a bevy of English nmidens going out 
Toluntarily to seek for husbands in the bar- 
radts of Madras or Calcutta. They are sold 
from pover^ or avarice by their parents or 
friends, and are handed over nearly naked to 
the purchaser. To dress than would eat up 
all the profits. A ragged shift and piece of 
canvas wrapped round their shoulders — such 
is the costume in which th^ crowd by day 
and huddle together at night, whispering or 
f2 
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dreaming of the splendour wluch has been 
promised them, to dispel their sorrow at 
their sulkine88, — and perhaps giving a 
passing thought to the home which has cast 
them forth, like the pet-lamh when it has 
outgrown the fondness or the patience of its 
mistress. The merchant, with the uncalcu- 
latiog stupidity which characterizes all dealers 
in human flesh, fattens these fiiture sultanas 
daring the voyage on water and millet-flour 
porridge. Th^ arrire at their journey's end 
in such a state that few connoisseuis in in- 
cipient heauty would Tenture to pronounce 
an opinion. 

Sometimes, when the owner is in haste to 
realize, he drives his G^eorgian flock tp 
market in the unseemly condition in which 
th^ come ashore ; or at most throws around 
them a ferigeh — the mantle of the Turkish 
women. Chance for the most part presides 
over the sale. The purchaser keeps at a 
respectful distance &om his acquisition — as 
a doctor might &om a plague-patient ; and 
drives her hefore him to what may he called 
a preparatory school for the harim. A num- 
ber of old women, indeed, gain thmr living 
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by poUshing up this rough material, curing 
them, hy remedies of which they have the 
secret, of their disease, combing their hair 
into shape, scrubbing them, and exterminat- 
iug the reminiscences tb^ have brought 
with them from their native hovels. "Whilst 
performing these duties, they take occasion 
to instruct them a little likewise in Turkish 
etiquette, and in the means they must adopt 
to win the affections of their masters. The 
last rags of modesty are thus torn away; 
and the slave is ready to become the Mother 
of a Grand Vizier I "We must add, that fre- 
quently the girls are not brought to market 
tmtil this preliminary process has been gone 
through; and the impatience natural to 
human natiue of course in such cases gives 
a price that more than covers the expense of 
brecdking-in. 

From the two classes of women I have 
thus described most of the consorts of per- 
sons high in rank are taken. Such are the 
mothers of the ministers of the Sublime 
Porte, ay, and of aU the sultans that have 
ever reigned on the shores of the Bosphorus ; 
for the Sultan does not* in those simple 
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coimtries, either beg the hand of a princess 
he has never seen, or, imitating a common 
man, choose a wife among the coquettes of a 
ball-room. The state provides the partner 
of his couch. At various periods of the year, 
fixed by law, the Council of Ministers and 
the TTlemas, in conclave assembled, vote, as it 
were, a subsidy of ^Is, bought at the public 
markets, or at private sales, and send them 
with high solenmities into the arms of his 
Sublime Majesty. On these occasions the 
Sultan goes in pompous procession to the 
mosque ; and, no doubt, thanks Heaven for 
the large supply of angels which have come 
to illuminate his solitary hours. 

The first batch of course is the most grate- 
fully received. It has all the savour of 
novelty ; and moreover, a wonderful con- 
test is now open. Nature alone can decide 
who shall win the prize. Ambition tortures 
and hope soothes the minds of the ex- 
pectant queens. It must be a pleasant 
sight to watch their rivalries and listen 
to their confidences ; almost as pleasant aa 
to see a fleet of yachts tacking towards the 
goaL Who knows, moreover, what myate- 
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zious machinations may be set on foot P — ^The 
first of them who brings forth a male child is 
declared chief wife of the Sultan,— TValideh, 
mother of the presumptive heir to the crown. 
She alone ripens into a matron. She alone 
can expect to indulge in the delicious sen- 
timent of maternity. All the others are 
bereaved for evermore. They sink into mere 
instruments of pleasure. If they happen to 
become mothers of boys, th^ no longer con- 
sider themselves blessed but accursed. Their 
children are shut up in what is called the 
Kafess, an apartment of some palace without 
any look-out. Here these unfortunate princes 
of the blood pass their lives — ^if they happen 
to live, their solitude cheered sometimes by . 
women no longer in danger of maternity, 
sweepings of the harims of their father or 
brother, who remain like so much lumhw 
about the palace. How many souls must be 
crashed, that the Turk may have " no rival 
near the throne 1" 

H the wives of the Sultan happen to bring 
forth daughters, their lot is perhaps still 
worse. The princesses, as soon as they have 
reached the age of puberty, are married to 
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old pashas firom whom no heirs are ex- 
pected. There muat not exist men a lateral 
branch of possible claimants of power ; and 
this ia the expedient g^ierally adopted. But 
in other cases, yrhea young husbands are 
chosen, oriental unscrupulousness ia brought 
into play more directly to prevent the pos- 
sibility of a disturbance of the succession. The 
lat« Sultan Mahinoud married his daughter 
■ — sister of the present Abd-nl-Meiiid, to a 
pasha, named I believe Halil. The un- 
happy woman was brought to bed of a boy 
during the reign of her brother, at the height 
of the Beform ferer, when all Burope be- 
lieved that Turkey was abandoning her- 
barbarous laws and customs. An execu- 
tioner was ready to receive the innocent 
babe, condemned before it was bom, and at 
once, to use the energetic langu^e of the 
narrator, " wrung its neck like a pullet.*' 
The mother listened impatiently for the in- 
fant's cry, and cast about her eyes in search 
of its form. Then she gave a loud shriek, 
suspecting the truth, and ere the nurses 
could hold her, she rose like a lion, wring* 
Ing her hands, writhing her body, and after 
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mahing about for a while like one mad, fell 
lifeless on the ground. Her death, aays the 
story, was r^retted by the Sultan, who 
loTed her much. Bverybody shed tears for 
h^, because she was of prodigious beauty 
and exhaustless goodness. But expediency 
required the sacrifice ; and will continue to 
require similar ones. The " reason of state" 
is inexorable. 

We must add to this account, that although 
at various times, firmans have been published 
announcing the suppression of slave bazaars, 
the slave-trade goes on with undiminished 
vigour. It is true that the markets where 
blacks were sold were for some time closed ; 
but th^ have since been opened once more. 
During the interval that elapsed nothing 
Was gained by humanity. The trade went on 
in the caravanserais, and in private -houses,, 
and on board the vessels in which the blacks 
arrived from Eygpt, or the coast of Barbary. 
In faxst it was difBcult to make the Turka 
give up their reg^olar supply of household 
servants ; — it would have been impossible to 
make them give up their supply of wives 
and mistresses. The markets of Greorgiau 
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and other white slaves continued to he kept 
open Trhilst the Eeform was most triumph- 
ant ; and indeed any change in this irespect 
was evidently impracticahle as long aa the 
harims of the great dignitaries of the empire 
were changed into Bride Nurseries and.LoTe. 
Depdtsl 
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THX TDHK AKD THS TAILOB. 

Oriental Lnxury — Enropean Notions thereof — The old 
CoBtnme — Putting on a Shawl — Beform in Dress — 
New FaBhions — Old Garmenta tnmed to use — Harle- 
quin Tdrka — The Fm — Dreas in the Country — ■ 
Change in Character. 

We often talk with a certain amount of 
awe in these cold north-western climes of 
** oriental luxury," which we figure to our- 
selvea as something b^ond measure glorious. 
The expression is associated in our minds with 
domed palaces, marble fountains, hangings 
of brocade, fairy gardens, jewels, music, and 
beauty, disposed in a landscape lighted up 
by thQ mellowest of suns. We foi^et that 
even when this conception finds some sem- 
blance in reality, that comfort ia overlooked 
in the midst of splendour ; and we envy the 
condition of pashas who do not possess a 
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pail of stoddngs which we could wear with- 
out being incurably corned. 

The fact is* that our notions, derired from 
the "Arabian Nights" and other oriental 
romances, are no loi^r correct in any ' 
respect. Europeans, satirista or others, on 
arriving at Constantinople, to say nothing 
of other eastern capitals, are shocked by 
evidences of discomfort, and even misery, at 
every step. We shall endeavour to rectify 
the impressions of those who stay at home — 
partly from a general love of trutfi, partly 
that no morbid poetical feding may interfere 
in the minds of our readers with the forma- 
tion of a correct estimate of the politioal 
condition of the Ottoman empire. 

Eormerly, when the Turks wore what we 
are accustomed to call the Asiatic costume, 
but which was in reality derived from the 
Greeks; when they were draped in cloaks 
that envel(^>ed the entire body, and in- 
dulged ' in head-dresses infinitely varied, 
and nicely adapted to the 'different ranks of 
society ; when they bound also their robes of 
Indian staffs with Kashmire shawls, and 
carefully trinuned, and dyedj (md per&med 
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their flowing beards, it was possible to 
associate them with ideas of luxmy and 
grandeur. The lover of the picturesque, 
however, who had ergoyed the privilege oi 
seeing a Turk perform his toilette, was obliged 
to foi^t a good many comic circumstances. 
To say nothing of the ^:ave absurdities of the 
bath and the barber's shop, it was perhaps 
sufficient to have witnessed a burly Osmanli 
putting on his own shawl, to be unable ever 
afterwards to look upon him without a 
smile. I remember once seeing a circum- 
cised Falstaff fasten his Kashmire, six or 
seven yards long, to a door-handle, and 
having gone with the other extremity to the 
opposite side of his court-yard, begin to wind 
his huge paunch into it with as much gravity 
and decorum as if he were performing a 
pious mystery. He had a peculiar theory as 
to the position of every fold, and if he failed 
in arranging them exactly, would unwind 
himself agjun with a rapid rotatory motion, 
his hands raised in the air. The operation, 
with all its vicisatudes, generally lasted 
about half an hour ; and I have rarely seen 
a magnificent Effendi, without thinking of 
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how be must hare looked whilst putting 
on hia shawl. 

How&rer, it must be admitted that when 
a Turk of the old school has succeeded in 
rigging himself out, and walks with grave 
and measured step along street or bazaar, 
he does certainly seem to hare a claim to 
be caUed one of the lords of the creation. 
But this illusion, as most of my readers 
must be aware, has almost entirely vanished 
since the Heform. Sultan Mahmoud, in his 
desire to imitate Peter the Great, com- 
pletely metamorphosed the appearance of 
all persons employed under government, 
— ^that is to say, of nearly every one who 
Was formerly possessed of wealth sufficient 
to wear the old costume with proper am- 
plitude. His example has been followed 
by hia successor; and every ftmctionary, 
high or low, has been compelled to assume a 
kind of Prankish costume, topped by the 
fez, or red cap, which formerly formed the 
skeleton, as it were, of the turban. I am 
disposed to think that this change has 
gone a great way towards destroying the 
nationality of the Turks, and revealing thedi 
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nakedness to the world. It was thought 
that with the European dress these barba- 
rians would assume the activity and energy of 
the Giaours — ^perhaps, also, their instruction 
and their ciTilization. The maziin that the 
coat makes the man, was pushed to its 
utmost extreme : the result, however, did 
not answer the expectation. Contrary eflEeets, ■ 
indeed, were produced. The Turks, whilst 
absmdoning, much against the grain, their 
national costume, abandoned also, with far 
more vrilUngness, their character and special 
physiognomy, without assimilating to the 
Europeans, except in the use and abuse of 
ardent spirits, and, in many cases, of pork. 
The ancient costume, whilst it covered their 
body, covered also their ignorance and their 
bfurbarism:. the Frank dress has revealed 
■ "the thing itself " — the forked, two-footed 
animal, and has rendered it ridiculous to the 
last degree. 

I do not, for the present, pretend that the 
European dress is in itself comic or absurd ; 
but simply that the way in which the Turks 
have adopted it has changed them from the 
most solemii-looking beings . on the face of 
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the earth to a sort of harlequins infinitelj- 
amusing to b^old. la the first place, th^ do 
not jet know how to wear a &ock-ooat, and 
are often to be seen with one arm only in 
the deeve, whilst at other times they button 
the garment at the throat, and allow it to hang 
round them like a doak. Moreover, even now 
that the ancient customs have nearly passed 
away, they have not yet used up their old 
material. They wear new suits, made out of 
their old garments, of green, red, or yellow- 
coats, waistcoats, and trousers, variegated 
as Joseph's raiment. Their legs, formerly 
accustomed to have free play in their huge 
hose, which served likewise to conceal their 
defects, are now erfiibited in all the de- 
formity distinctive of an equestrian nation. 
Th^ have not yet given np the habit 6t 
sitting cross-l^ged, aad at their ease, so 
that their backs are almost always rounded, 
and they walk in a slouching, shambling 
maimer, totally inappropriate to their tight 
dresses. Whoever wants to have a proper 
idea of a regoierate Turk, must go into one 
of the dirty streets of Ckmstautinople, wh^» 
he is sure to see a biped shufBing along in a 
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pair of huge babooBhea — down at heel, of 
course — with straps passing under the 
ragged stocking ; with a &ock-coat of yellow, 
red, or green, thrown carelessly over his' 
shoulder, perhaps with only one sleeve on ; 
walking with head hung down, and every 
iign of shame and humiliation in his appear- 
ance. Few of the Turks have really become 
reconciled to their new costume : they feel 
like winged birds, or the fox without a tail. 
Many of ihean, on returning to the privacy 
of their harims, hasten to throw aside their 
infidel &odc-coats, and to dress themselves 
as their fathers dressed before them, and, 
after the fatigues of the day, to undergo the 
wearisome operation of binding round thdr 
abdomrais with a sextuple shawl I They 
beUeve that it is only when thus diressed out 
that th^ can venture to maintain the dig- 
nity of manhood in their families. I have 
no doubt, in fact, that the number of hen- 
pecked- husbands has vastly increased in 
Turk^ since the new reform. It ought to 
be added, that the Muslim religion, re- 
quiring many ablutions and many prostra- 
tions every day, renders our tight costume 
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more dist^reeable than it otherwise would 
be to the Turks. The fez adopted is an ugly 
flat-toj^ed stiff thing, most ill adapted for 
erery purpose f(x which a head-corering Is 
wanted. Some modlEcation of the hat would 
long ago have been introduced, were not 
that aartide of costume supposed to be dis-' 
tinctive <tf Christian countries, just as we 
are accuBtomed to regard the turban as the 
peculiar ^gn of Mahommedanism. 

The artisans, the peasants, and- the 
labourers, in the various provinces of the 
empire, .have preserved the anci^it costume 
very nearly unchanged. But instead of 
glorifying themselves therefore, singular to 
say, they fael themselves humiliated : not 
imderstanding the reason of the change of 
dress which has taken place among the 
wealthy and the powerful, and not sympa- 
thizing with the r^rets and prejudices of 
the old Tory Turks, they think their poverty 
degrades them in a marked manner. The 
sun of &shion shines not upon them; and 
whilst the great functionaries of the Forte 
secretly ^oan over the political necesaties 
which cramp the free play of their limbs. 
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the httmble proTindftl Tiuks would gladly 
leap ifito any piur of cast-off breeches th^ 
eould lay hands on. The Bosniacs hare 
sever abandoned the turban, and cUng to it, 
indeed, with a kind d fanf^idsm. Their 
tittle children alone wear the red cap. It 
may here be remarked that nearly all the 
Christians of Turkey in Asia, with the ez- 
eeption of the Greeks, who also sometimes 
wear a handkerchief round their caps, have 
adopted and preserre the turban, although 
they are only ^owed to use certala colours, 
as white and black, or red. Green is for- 
bidden them. I say nothing more here 
about the costumes, more or less picturesque, 
of the Christians who inhabit the chief part 
of Turk^ in Europe anA its dependent pro- 
vinces. The Greeks, of their own accord, 
have in many instances adopted the European 
dress, and get their fashions from Paris. 

Whilst the change I have described was 
taking place in. the outward appearance of 
the Turks, a still more important change 
was going on in their minds. They lost by 
degrees that assurance which is the dis- 
tinctive mark of a conqumng race. Their 
a2 
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faith in the eternal duration of their empire 
faded away. Tradition told them that 
th^ were not the legitimate possessors of 
the lands which they occupied ; and now a 
new tradition made its appearance, coming 
thegr knew not whence, to the effect that one 
day — no distant day — they must be dispos- 
sessed, and driren back into the heart of 
Asia. They have made' up their minds to 
this catastrophe ; but if they could intrigue 
with fate, they would stipulate that their 
successors should neither be Jews nor Euro- 
pean Giaours — above all, not Russians. 
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CHAPTER Tin. 

DRESS OF "tBE WOMEN. 

Hideous Appearance in the Street — Gostome in the 
Harim — Details — Qanze CHemiBe — Robea-:-Trousera 
— Head-dress — Fashions — Jewellery — '• Domestic 
Begalia — Fattens and Stockings — .Use of Perfauie, 
IToguentB — Cosmetics — Cloaks and Veils — Boots — 
Gadding about — Morality. 

When I first went into the East I confess 
that I was a little disappointed with the ap- 
pearance of the women in the streets. I con- 
fess also, that I was not justified in this dis- 
appointment by the impossibility of obtain- 
ing accurate information. The truth had 
often before been clearly stated ; but, some- 
how or another, the influence of poetical 
description in Terse or prose had left a deeper 
impression upon me than any matt^ of fact 
statement. I believe that most persons who 
hare not trarelled, or who have not directed 
their attention particularly to this point, 
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are in the same predicament. The truth is, 
that the Turkish women — not haying been 
Influenced by the progress of reform — hare 
preserved their ancient costume, and that this 
costume is the most disagreeable to the eye 
that can possibly exist. It seems to have 
been invented for the purpose of disfiguring 
the female form. The ugly and the awkward 
are the only gainers. They pass muster with 
the rpst. All cats are grey in the dark. All 
women Gonc€;aled under a uniform heap of 
garments may be supposed loTely. Perhaps, 
indeed, it is just that the maxim of our law 
should he applied in this case, and that who- 
eyer is not proved to be hideous should be 
set down as beautifiil. At wiy rate, it is im- 
possible, except for the very knowing, to dis- 
tmguish iu the streets of Stamboul b^ween 
the young and the old, the Hebe uid the 
hag. 

I speak now, of course, of the women only 
as they appear H the. streets, because it is 
from these that we gain our first impm- 
eions. Within the harim the cage is di£E^%nt. 
There the woman, as in othw countries, 
bsTe studied the art of pleasing, ami &om 
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their point of view have brought it to per- 
fectikm. I shall bi^in my inventory A pene- 
irtUibus. The first garment is a shift, mth 
broad sleeves, fastened at the neck, aad de< 
soending sometiines nearly to the ankles. 
Rich ladies have this essaitial article of 
dress made of silk ; but it is more commonly 
of a coarse kind t^ gauze, either white, blue, 
or red. It is said that coquettes in the 
harim know perfectly weU which colour to 
choose to set off the peculiar beauties of 
their skin ; and the fashions of Tarentum are 
often adopted. Over the chemise is generally 
worn a long robe of peculiar shape. The 
sleeves are short ; the skirt is slit before and 
behind, and on both sides, as high as the 
hips, so as to form four tails or lappets ; the 
bodice is open, so as to allow whatever 
beauties may be beneath to be more than 
-divined. Stays are unknown in Turkey, and 
a peculiar taste presides over the disposition 
of the bo8(un, which, at first sight, startles 
one accustomed to our tight-laced beauties, 
but which is not without its fascination. A 
long shawl eaidrdes the loins, and one end 
hangs down in front in a very grao^iil man- 
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ner. It is customaiy, when the ladiea wish 
to moTe about easily, for them to tuck up 
the four tails of their gowns into this said 
shawl, so as to fonn very picturesque festoons. 
I must here hasten to remark that the women 
not only wear loose drawers, but also spacious 
trousers, which cover the leg even 'to the 
ankle. These trousers are festened round 
the waist by a running cord, and below the 
knee by what we may call a garter ; so that 
when the ladies walk about at home, they 
pull them up, and show their bare legs and 
naked feet, shoes and stockings being im- 
f^shionable for domestic use. I am told that 
this part of female costume is equally eflfec- 
tual as a protection with the stomachers of 
Queen Elizabeth's time — for which see the 
Researches of Mr. Disraeli the elder. The 
trousers are sometimes made of silk, but 
genially of cotton-print. Those who can 
afford it use a kind of velvet, or what is 
called Damascus satin, which is stiff, and 
makes a,jrou-JT<m as they iralk. 

The usual head-dress in the harim ia a 
piece of fine lawn, or muslin, generally em- 
broideredf and carelessly thrown over their 
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heads. Sometimes they wear a pretty little 
turban, or red cap, placed jauntily on the 
back of their heads. Their hair occasionally 
flows in loose tresses, but, as a rule, is 
braided into an infinite number of little 
plaits, which fall loosely on all sides. 

Dressmakers and milliners hare a fine time 
of it in Stamboul. They are never obliged 
to weary their brains in search of new fwms 
of elegance, or new arrangements of colours. 
They have to fear the awful criticism of no 
Hyde Park or Longchamp. Reform has not 
intrenched upon their grounds. The cuts of 
the yeUek and the anteria remain the same 
as in the time of Bajazet, and do not differ 
in the seraglio of the Sultan and the hovel 
of the BoumeUan peasant. It is only by the 
various qualities of the stuffe Mnployed that 
variety of ranks is marked. The richer 
classes — the wives of province-fed pashas — 
are clothed from head to foot in silks, or in 
stuffs gorgeously embroidered in gold or 
silver. Costly shawls from Kashmire bind 
their waists. Ornaments of the precious 
metala set with jewels— conceived and exe- 
cuted with little taste — are worn either about 
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the head-dress or <aLTarioa8 other parts of the 
person. But mthxii the last twenty jgbxb 
this descriptuHi has ceased to be i^plicable 
except to a Tery limited numher of sultanas. 
Those who possess handsome oostumes, or 
expensive gew-gaws, preserve them as if they 
constituted a kind of domestic regalia, and 
exhiMt them with pride to their less fortu- 
nate friends. It is the custom, indeed, on 
the occasion of almost every visit, to spread 
these articles of dress and jewellery upon a 
table, and the conversation generally consists 
in nothing but exclamations of real or polite 
admiration — yarded from the suspicion of 
envy by pious inteijections — ^which bene- 
ficially supply the place of scandal aiul, 
gossip. Womem of the middle and lower 
classes are content to flaunt about in Man- 
chester calicoes at home. 

Am I have hinted, most women do not 
use either shoes or stockings at home. Many 
go about with naked feet, or use a kind of 
wooden pattens similar to that which is 
common among the Lerantines, and which is 
of the same family as the Chioppine, so often 
alluded to by our dramatic writers. Of late 
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years eoarse stockings have been adopted by 



It may be as well to mention that, partly 
in obediiraice to the injunctionB of the pro^ 
pbet and partly to thrae of coquetry, a great 
quantity of perfume is used by the Tnrkiah 
ladies. The most costly, and for that reason 
perhaps the most prized, is the atar of roses. 
In the baths they make use of a variety of 
odoriferous oils and unguents, and nevex oon- 
sider themselves perfectly bewitching until 
th^ have tampered with erery ^axt of their 
persons. They employ miuiy- pernicious 
preparations to whiten their skins ; th^ 
plant teniporary roses in their cheeks ; whidi 
they farther even disfigure with patties. 
Their ey« are always encircled by a black 
rim of kohl; their eyebrows are painted 
black ; and if they are not favoured by nature 
with hair of ebony dye, they produce the 
appearance in a manner so successful that it 
would be worth while for Madame Chantal 
<rf Paris to purchase their secret. In order 
to impart a temporary brilliance to their 
complexions, they torture themselves with 
a variety of chemical substances, as powder 
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of the Iris Jtorentina. It is well known that 
they dye their naUs and sometimeB the palms 
of ^eir hands of a kind of yellow red wUli 
henna. We thus see that the Eafitem woman 
is essentially a made-up being. Let us hope 
that none of these artifices are ever employed 
in England. 

"When ladies go about to public prome- 
nades or on visits to their friends, they wrap 
themselves in long and ample cloaks, which 
cover them £rom head to foot. These cloaks, 
which are of all colours, white, red, or green, 
sometimes -resemble in form the dominoes 
used in a masked ball, except that th^ have 
no sashes, and hang loosely about the persouj 
or are swelled out by the wind as they go. 
A veil, as I suppose it must be called, though 
I should be rather inclined to compare it to 
the Berber litham, is wrapped around the 
forehead, and envelops likewise the neck and 
face, like a huge cravat, leaving only the 
eyes and the bridge of the nose visible. It is 
impossible to imagine anything more offen- 
sive to the eye than this white muffler. The 
feet of gadding women may be said to 
wander about in huge slippers, or in un- 
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gainly boots, certainly nerer made to measure. 
In fine, as I am at a loss for a comparison, I 
may liken them to hippopotami in disguise. 
However, any one who has beai hustled in an 
eastern crowd may have had opportunities of 
ascertaining that these apparent heaps of rags 
are not quite so formless as the sight leads one 
to imagine. It is curious to remark, too, the 
certainty with which an accustomed eye 
penetrates this disguise. A husband or a 
lover is rarely mistaken. I have myself been 
enabled, after a little practice, to recognise 
Christian ladies with whom I had conversed, 
and who were to all appearance equally con- 
cealed. 

I have already mentioned that it is under 
favour of this uniform that women leave 
their homes and go out in search of ad- 
venture. Instances have occurred in which 
Hie police, divining &om the hurried step of 
some muffled beauty on what errand she was 
abroad, have stopped her to preach prudence 
and morality ; and recommended her to re- 
turn whence she came. However, as a rule, 
the ladies who choose to make appoint- 
ments with people of their own &ith are 
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generally enabled to cany them out. I 
have sought in vain for any symptoniB which 
might ai^e an impTorement intherelaticms 
of the sexes in Turkey. If there be- any 
change, it is for the worse ; and no less could 
have been expected, considering the wide 
spread of the use of apirituoms liquors. I 
must remark by the way, that the women 
of many of the Christian races that inhabit 
Turkey are equally licentious with the 
Mufilimees, The Greeks seem to form an 
exception, and, in spite of their beauty, his- 
tory and tradition combine to tell us of 
wonderful instances of their diastity. 
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Kagnificent She of Coiistcmtiii0pl« — Greeks and Turks — 
HabitatioDS d the People — Materials uid Cotutruc- 
tioii of Houses — Conaerrativea and Free Trade — Iiouis 
Napoleon — Stroll tbrongh the Seraglio — Eaatem 
Harima — Polygamy — The Chambers of the Saltan 
— TbMr Fnnutura — Hard Conohee — Bog-tn^ — 
Koring'Toyal — CoriooB Sight — Mahouuoed Ali — 
European Innovations. 

It is so difficult to do justice to the beauty 
of the site and the magnificence of the out- 
vard appearance of Coustantinoplej that 
many people in mere despair hare begun to 
depreciate both. I shall not enter on this 
paradoxical ground. It is of no use to deny 
that Constantinople occupies a position which 
might make it the capital of the world, and 
which justifies the covetous eyes whidi have 
til ways been cast upon it by conquering races. 
From whatever direction it ia viewed, whether 
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from the brilliEuit waters of the Fropontis, 
firom the cypress-crowned heights of Scutari, 
from the roshing current of the Bosphoros, 
or, across the ship-studded basin of the 
(Jolden Horn from the portico of the Eng- 
lish embassy at Pera, — the City of the Seven 
Hills, as it catches on its crowd of domes and 
nunarets the glories of the midday sun, seems 
scarcely the dwelling-place of mortals, but as 
if it belonged to the romantic geography of 
some Arabian tale. "Well may Europe rouse 
itself in arms to beat back the modem Attila 
from this glorious post. If once in possession 
of the enemy of civilization and liberty, it 
would soon give barbarian laws to those 
favoured countries which during three 
centuries have been struggling up to the 
position of the TIniversity of the World. 
Science and lit^ature and philosophy and 
the art of governing men as men, not as 
beasts of burthen, would ere long be obliged 
to abandon their half-finished work and take 
refuge beyond the Atlantic. 

If such a catastrophe were ever to over- 
whelm Europe, it might be considered as the 
just punishment of the long apathy and in- 
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difFerence which has allowed this splendid 
position to remain provisionally in the hands 
of a horde of harbarians, who can neither de-' 
fend it by their own strength nor in, anyway 
develop its advantages. I am not disposed 
to deny the hrilUant position which the 
Ottoman empire once held ; but I have no 
respect for military achievements unless the^ 
are nsed to fbimd institutions and ameliorate 
the condition of the races which they bring 
or keep under the sway of a strong govern- 
ment. The Turks have created nothing but 
their own supremacy, and they have toe 
centuries prevented some of the most intel- 
ligent races in Europe firom profiting by the 
results of modem civilization. In spite of 
them, however, within the last century some 
of their subjects have instinctively worised 
out as it were their own character, and pre- 
pared themselves for the ^ture. It is im- 
possible to deny, for example, that the Greeks 
are far superior in every respect, in know- 
ledge and in refinement, to their Osmanli 
masters ; and indeed throughout the whole 
Bayah population there is a general tendency 
to pr(^res8, in spite of the blighting effects 
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of an administration which practically has 
many points of resemblance with that of a 
• corps of banditti. 

One of the best methods of gauging the 
civilization of a country is to examine the 
nature and the fittings-up of the houses of 
the various classes of the population. In 
eastern countries, however, from the vicious 
nature of the government, the subject races 
are often tnuch worse lodged than the state 
of their material prosperity would lead us 
to suspect. Even the fellah of Egypt could 
in many cases £^ord to have much handsomer 
cottages than he now dares to possess ; and 
until lately all Christians and Jews studied 
to render the exterior of their habitations as 
little indicative as possible of the possession 
of wealth. There are Troglodytes in various 
parts of the empire. The heights of Gharian, 
above Tripoli, are covered with subterranean 
villages, and many of the people of Wallachia 
dwell in miserable huts, half-buried in the 
earth. The Servian and Bulgarian peasants 
are somewhat better off, though their houses 
generally consist of but one or two large 
rooms, built upon the ground, without 
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flooring, without dumneya, and with very 
little furniture. The doors are often so low 
that it is necessary almost to crawl through 
them. Bren the Turks seldom have a second 
floor, except in the large towns. In Epirus 
the Greeks build good houses of solid stone, 
and most of the towns of Thrace are of brick 
mixed with beams of wood. The fronts are 
generally adorned with vines. 

The houses of Constantinople are princi- 
pally built of wood mixed with bricks and 
small stones. They hare often several 
stories, and the fronts turned towards the 
narrow streets are extremely picturesque in 
their irregularity. The ground floor is 
generally dark and dismal. It contains the 
cellars, the kitchens, the stables, and some- 
times a receiving-apari;ment. The first story 
forms the ordiaary dwelling-place of the 
men, and the second of the women. I might 
enumerate a prodigious number of con- 
Teniencea which are imknown in Turkey. 
There are no fireplaces, although the weather 
is often sufficiently cold to require them, and 
the women are driven to the unwholesome 
custom of sitting over the mangala or coal- 
h2 
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pan, the heat of which is prevented from 
escaping hj a carpet wrapped round their 
lower extremities. I mention this circum- 
stance, hecause it is the custom for men of 
conservative minds, who cannot concave the 
idea of improvement, to say that the com. 
forts of each country are dictated by their 
climate, and that it is absurd to lament over 
the lack of proper clothing, of proper habita- 
tions, and other conveniences of life, which 
exists in some of the southern countries of 
Europe. If they were wanted, they say, they 
would be had. We might as well deny the 
necessity of labouring to improve the condi- 
tion of the humble classes, because they have 
so long put up with an inferior degree of 
comfort to that which is found necessary and 
agreeable in the upper ranks of society. I 
was the other day a^uing in fiivour of free 
trade with a Frenchman, and insisted on 
the £Etct that the working and peasant popu- 
lation of France are amongst the worst 
clothed in Europe. His only answer was, 
that the French wanted good food, and did 
not care to be better dressed than they are. 
Very likely ; but there is a wonderfid. cou- 
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nection between the costume and the de- 
Tclopment of the mind. A man begins to 
respect himself when he thinks he looks 
respectable in the eyes of others. Peter the 
G^reat and Mahmoud the Second understood 
this theory; and their only mistake was, that 
they endeavoured to accomplish by an im- 
perial fiat what should hare been the result 
of the progress of industry and the develop- 
ment of wants consequentupon wealth. Louis 
Napoleon, seemingly with the object of catch- 
ing the popularity which still flies from his 
grasp, is taking measures to build commodi- 
ous pens for his newly-acquired flock ; but J 
suspect that he will only alienate the feelings 
of the hous^olders, without succeeding in 
improving the condition of the working 
classes. Five years of firee trade would be 
worth a hundred of imperial philanthropy. 

My plan forbids me to enter into complete 
detail on any department of manners. I 
shall therefore observe in general, that, as in 
the case of costume, the furniture of all 
Turkish houses, high and low, is almost ex- 
actly similar, setting aside of course the 
different qualities of the material. Let us 
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now take a stroll through the residence of 
the Sultan ; for any European who will pay 
eight hundred piastres, the price of a firman, 
after having visited Saint Sophia, and four 
other of the most renowned mosques, may 
penetrate into the palace of Byzantium. This 
palace is situated on the extreme point of the 
promontory on which Constantinople is built. 
It is surrounded on the sea side by a vast 
wall fifty feet in height, protected firom the 
waves by a narrow causeway. The gardens, 
of which gUmpses may be obtained &om a 
distance, contain mosques and bath-houses, 
aad kiosques, and are laid out with as much 
taste as Turks are capable of. I shall not, 
however, attempt to describe the mysterious 
precincts of the seraglio, where a sufficient 
number of women to supply wives for a large 
city are confined for the use aiid pleasure of 
his majesty. I will observe, however, that a 
very erroneous impression seems -to exist 
about the manners of Eastern harims. Our 
imaginations are disposed to conceive them 
as a kind of poetical lupanar ; but, according 
to all accounts, they more resemble convents, 
without the presence of chastity or religion. 
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life in them is hum-drum, trivial, and weari- 
some, or rather it would be wearisome were 
not the imagination and the intellects of their 
indweUers sobered almost into nonentity. 
The wise polygamista seem to feel that they 
occupy an unnatural position, and take care 
not to stimulate the fancies or the passions 
of their houris, who might otherwise break 
out into rebellion, but who now in many 
cases pine away, suffering from diseases which 
Frank doctors, when called in, prudently ab- 
stain from explaining. Among the means of 
restraining female turbulence is the instil- 
ling of strong religious bigotry — so much for 
the mind — and the careful choice of unex- 
citing food and drink — so much for the body. 
The imprisoned sultanas, not knowing how 
to read, naturally read no novels — the great 
destruction of domestic tranquillity in Eu- 
rope. However, from time to time, the 
want of artificial stimulants is felt by the 
apathetic natures thus created; and the 
coarse means I have already alluded to sup- 
ply the place of our theatres, our poetry, 
our fictitious narratives, our balls, our rich 
dinners, and our generous wines. 
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But I must not forget that I hare under- 
taken to go along with my readers, and 
make an inventory of the furniture of the 
imperial dwelling. Passing £rom the Sub- 
lime Porte, or dwelling of the grand vizier, 
hy the Mosque of St. Sophia, we reach the 
Bab Humayoun, near which a head or two, be- 
longing to some criminals recently executed, 
are exhibited as an incitement to virtue. Be- 
yond this, after traversing a great square 
planted with trees, we find the Bab Es- 
selam, which admits us both into the recep- 
tion-faalls and the private dwelling of the 
Sultan. Having ascended a broad sturcase, 
we enter a series of immense halls, drawing- 
rooms, or chambers — the name may differ, 
but the form remains the same — succeeding 
one another, apparently without end. These 
apartments are all furnished in a uniform 
manner. The flooring is of wood — mere 
common deal, ill laid down, and irregularly 
joined. The occupants of the upper stories 
con see all that is going on below ; and the 
Sultan, if he wishes, may overhear the con- 
versations in his kitchens. Sound' three 
sides of each room runs a divan, or rather a 
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second flooring, about a yard wide, and a 
foot and a half high. Neither in this case 
is mahogany or rosewood called into request. 
These beds of oriental luxury — these famous 
dirans — are all made of common white wood. 
They are covered, however, from one end to 
the other with i^iattresses of equal width, 
housed with canvas or coarse calico, and 
stuffed with the refuse of flax or hemp, made 
harder by the constant meglisaes of burly 
Turks than the wood on which it rests. 
Upon these mattresses are spread others, 
about an inch in thickness, corered with cot- 
ton-print, and stuffed with raw cotton ; and 
OTcr all this a drapery of printed calico, vrith 
fringes of cotton or silk, is thrown. A series 
of pillows of the same material, covered in 
winter with a kind of Tclvet manu&ctured 
at Broussa, are arranged along the wall. 

The floors during summer-time are either 
quite bare, or spread with Egyptian matting. 
In cold weather they are replaced by 
Smyrna carpets. Curtains, white or coloured 
— still of that everlasting calico, with misera- 
ble little fringes of cotton tags — may by 
a license be said to adorn the windows* 
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which are always on the fourth side unoccu- 
pied by couches. In the two inner comers 
of the divan very thin mattresses of em- 
broidered sUk are placed ; and opposite 
these, upon the floor, are two others of 
inferior quality, intended for the accom- 
modation of kneeling visitors — Armeniim 
bankers and others — who have sometimes 
to remain for hours in that degrading 
posture. 

Such is the furniture of an oriental palace 
— at least of its sitting-rooms and audience- 
chambers. The bed-rooms are nearly simi- 
lar ; for in them we find no bedsteads, pro- 
perly so called — that luxury is imknown in 
Turkey — but one or two thin mattresses 
thrown upon the floor by the side of the 
divan, with a bolster or a pillow, and a 
counterpane or two. These hard couches, 
which may be a reminiscence of camp life, 
are disposed of by day in great cupboards 
made for the purpose. I pause to recollect 
whether I have omitted any article of furni- 
ture in common use among these luxurious 
orientals, but none presents itself, unless 
may be excepted one or two coarse widter 
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baskets, which are scattered empty about 
the rooms, as bug-traps. 

All the palaces of the Sultan are, as a 
general rule, denuded of furniture, for the 
only things that remain permanently in 
them are the coarse canvas mattresses of the 
divans. When, therefore, his majesty leaves 
the Winter Palace to go and inhabit some 
other in a cooler position on the shores of 
the Bosphorus, it is a curious thing to wit- 
ness the details of the migration. First and 
fomnost, the women of the seraglio, as the 
most precious articles of furniture, are 
huddled into a number of large caiques. Be- 
hind them comes, if I may bo express it, a 
caravan of barges, laden with mattresses, 
pillows, bed-coverings, curtains, kitch^i 
utensils — not forgetting the bug-baskets — 
all heaped together, with slaves and servants, 
blade, white, or parti-coloured, and remind- 
ing one rather of a convoy of lousy pilgrims 
than the passage of the Lumiaiary giving 
splendour to the Universe of the Firmament 
of Glory and Dominion, the Sultan of the 
Sea and Land, the King of Boum, from one 
habitation to another. The whole kit must 
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be transferred in a single day, otherwise 
the prince and his Bwarm of low-browed 
beauties, — bis Dudus and his Lolahs, to say 
nothing of his Katinkas and Gulleyaz's, — 
would hare to roll uneasily about through the 
lirelong night on couches harder than those 
of a Spanish posada. This moving-royal t^es 
place at least twice a year, — in the spring and 
in the autumn. If you happen to be out upon 
a sail on the chosen day, steer clear, for the 
sake of etiquette, and according to the 
counsels of prudence, &om the damsel-laden 
caiques ; their neighbourhood may singe you ; 
but shave as closely as you may to the 
barges pUed with the imperial traps, and 
you will discover that one-half of his 
majesty's fiimiture at least is old and 
ragged, and that the whole is covered with 
splashes and fly-stains, for soap and water are 
never called into requisition, and bed-ticking 
is never changed until it falls away of its 
own accord. In aU eastern countries this 
extraordinary association of attempted splai- 
dour with dirt and rags may be observed. 
Mohammed AH, pasha of Bgypt, was, 
without exception, the most cleanly and 
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elegant of eastern princes whom I have 
seen or heard of. His palace at the Cape 
of ligs, though somewhat resemhling a 
spruced-up and whitewashed factory or 
workhouse in its extCTnal appearance, was 
very tastefully arranged within by European 
upholsterers and cabinet-makers. I am told, 
however, that the harim always continued 
to be fitted up in true Turkish style. Abbas 
Pasha never uses the handsome dwelling- 
places left him by his grandfather, but ' 
builds great palaces of lath and plaster, 
famished, or unftimished for the most part, 
with true Ottoman simplicity, with here and 
there expensive and ill-placed ornaments. 

Since the reform, some ministers have 
placed in their apartments at Constantinople 
European soias, tables, and straw-bottomed 
chairs. It was Iteschid Pasha who first 
introduced this custom. However, there is 
no respectable house in England which is 
not more comfortably furnished than the 
palaces of the Sultan and his courtiers ; and 
the ball-dress of a London beauty costs 
more than the clothing of an entire harim 
in Turkey. 
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Turkiah Dishes — Bacon — European Fanaticism — Anec- 
dotes — Travellers — Eating-house — Hotels — Choice 
of Food-— The Great Meal of the Day — Lunch — Grease 
and Butter — Style of Cookery — Dinner — Enife and 
Spoon — Order of the Dishes — Etiquette at Table — 
Masters and Servants — Patriarchal System — Pilau 

— Dessert — Washing Hands — Cofiee — Monopoly 

— Art of Smoking — Use of Opium — Dinner in the 
Harim — Curious Idea of Delicacy — Sweetmeats — ' 
Luxury among the Middle Classes, 

The Turks are very particular in the 
choice of their food; but the dishes which 
delight them are repulsive to most Euro- 
peans. I confess to have eaten with plea- 
sure ragouts made in their style, though 
most travellers turn away firom them in 
disgust. There is, indeed, something to 
overcome. The old ai^fument, to which I 
have already alluded, namely, that climate 
dictates the proper food to be used, is often 
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brought forward; but as every people in- 
cluded under tbe Ottoman yoke bas a dif- 
ferent kind of cookery, it cannot go for much. 
It is unnecessary to enter into the mystery 
of pork-eating, and I have not made up my 
mind whether, in a hygienical point of Tiew, 
the Turks are right in begioning to feast on 
the father of bristles. In a religious point 
of view they are certainly wrong ; but the 
Koran was first issued for the use of races 
inhabiting very bot countries, where bacon 
is baneful, whereas the climate of Turkey in 
Europe is of a totally different character. I 
may observe by the way, that from the 
principle of opposition inherent in human 
nature, Europeans make an especial point of ' 
■ eating pig, despite the sun, wherever th^ 
go, and produce amongst the Muslims the 
impression, that as the Koran forbids the use 
of this meat, so the Goe^I must command it. 
The perseverance with which they persist in 
using their privilege appears to me absurd, 
and almost offensive. In Constantinople the 
fore^ ambassadors used formerly to make 
a joint annual demand of the Forte for 
permission to pickle pork. It was always 
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panted without dauur, until, on one ocoa- 
aion, a gmnter, who objected to be slaugh- 
tered, got his leg out of the noose by which 
they were dragging him along, and, knock- 
ing down the faithful before him, more by 
his sight than his touch, for they scrambled 
despOTately out of his way, took refuge, after 
running the gauntlet through several bazaars, 
in one of the mosques. Next year, when the 
firman was asked for. It was always stipu- 
lated that the unclean animals should be 
kUled, or unsalted, as Cicero might express it, 
at the market-place. 

There is a race of wild-boars in Egypt, of 
the flesh of which, though it be insipid, the 
Europeans, from the perversity to which I 
have already alluded, are fond. I once saw 
a cage containing four little ones sent down 
as a present to an English lady. It was 
carried through the streets by two great 
shamed-faced porters, whom a crowd of 
urchins and idlers followed and hooted. 
They were so annoyed that they dropped 
their burthen, and began cursing Christianity, 
whilst the sucking boars took to ilight, pur- 
sued by a shower of stones and slippers. I 
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remember, howerer, that on one occaaion a 
fine Qt&tz ham was boiled for our use on 
board the boat. There were rumours among 
the crew whilst the caldron was over the 
fire. They seemed to consider themselves 
almost as accomplices of a sacrilege. But 
when the steaming ham was fished out by 
a hook at the end of a pole, and deposited 
with respectful contempt upon the dish, the 
men collected round at a certain distance 
with expanded nostrils, sniffing in the un- 
holy odour, and one of them, in a moment 
of gastronomic conviction, exclaimed : — 
" Wallah, by G^— — , how nice it smells ! 
What a pity it is a sin ! " 

This, however, is a digression which 1 can 
scarcely account for. I was going to say 
that, as a rule, traveUers in the remote pro- 
vinces of the empire are compelled to con- 
tent themselves on arriving at the caravan- 
sarais, or whatever place they put up at, 
with eggs, or roast mutton. In Constanti- 
nople, those who are not able to dine at 
home are obliged to satisfy their hunger in 
a very primitive manner. Eating-houses 
there are none; but many shops exist in 
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which people eatkahabs with their fingers, 
either standing or squatting in some comer, 
or, provided the establishment be very 
fashionable, sitting on benches, before bare 
wooden tables. More elegant places of re- 
freshment are unknown. At Fera only there 
are some hotels, and a few furnished houses ; 
but the r^ular boarders only can dine there. 
At Galatz there are shops where certain in- 
describable messes may be found ; but no one 
can venture to enter whose sense of smeU is 
not utterly destroyed. They need no sign 
nor bush to tell of their whereabouts. Tou 
nose thein &om the other end of the street. 

The Turks, like other Muslims, rarely eat 
gam« or poultry, or fish, or shell-fish. At 
any rate, these substances are never brought 
up entire to table as with us, the art ttf 
carving, as well as the instrument thereof, 
bdng unknown. He rarely eats smoked 
meat, sausages, or dried fish, except at the 
feast of the Little Bairam, on which occasion 
the air is filled with an intolerable stench 
proceeding from the tents where stockfish is 
sold. Pew Osmanlis feed on beef or buffiido- 
meat. The^ are therefore reduced to mutt<m. 
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or laml) bom at least ninety days, boiled or 
roasted in little pieces, with poultry cooked 
80 that it can he torn to pieces with the 
fingers. The yegetables they use are for the 
most part different from those fashionable 
with ns ; as the gourd, the mallow, tomatas, 
and water-melons. Figs and grapes are the 
favourite firuit. A dish of rice necessarily 
forms a part of every meal. Yorious cheeses, 
and several kinds of sweetmeats, are added to 
a r^Hist. 

At Constantinople it is customary to take a 
meal, properly so called, only once a day, that 
is to say, in the evening, on returning home. 
During tiie daytime business people snatch 
a mouthfal, standing in their shops or offices, 
— a piece of bread and a lump of meat, or a 
little white cheese very salt, or some kind of 
&nit, according to the season. At nightfidl, 
however, a copious repast is laid out, con- 
sisting of ragouts, almost always flavoured 
with onions, but sometimes with honey or 
sugar. In cooking, butter is not used, but 
be^f-grease imported from Wallachia in hi^ 
bags of ox-hide, with the hair outside. The 
Turks prefer this grease to the melted butter 
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brought from Siberia, both because it ia 
more eooncameal and because it eonuauiu- 
cates a Btnmg flarour to the ragouts, ereu 
when used in very small quantities. How- 
ever, Siberian butter, which is made from 
sheep's nulk and is imported in skins of that 
animal, is considered a delicacy l^ rich Turics, 
who make their pilaus with it. In some 
cases it is replaced hy melted grease from the 
tails of Asiatic sheep, which are of imm^ise 
size, producing as much as twelve pounds of 
grease apiece. Fre^h cows' butter is com- 
pletely unlmown among the natives, and if it 
is wanted as a medicine, can be fonnd only in 
the houses of l^e various ambassadors, who 
keep a small dairy for the purpose. 

All kinds of vegetables are employed in 
Turkic messes, mixed with small portions of 
meat. The rules c£ the composition aie a 
mystery, into which perhaps it would not be 
{HTudent to penetrate. Motions of cleanli- 
ness and T^TOpnety are not very widely spread 
in the East ; at least such is the odious sng- 
gestion of wags who nndertidce to initiate 
foreigners. For my part, I have always 
dipped bljndfdded into the dishes set before 
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me; and I must confess that I have often 
tiiought myself at least as well served at a 
Turkisli table as I have heen at many a 
Baropean one. 

The way in which a dinner is served up 
is as follows: — a circular tray of copper 
tinned, and supported on very short wooden 
legs, is brought into the middle of the room. 
Plate is unknown. A wooden or horn gnxm, 
with a common knife, placed upon a kind of 
saucer made of pewter or wood, gives the 
completest idea of oriental luxury. There 
are no napkins, but a long towel striped blue 
and white is hung round the edge of the 
platt^ and drawn over the knees of the 
guest. When every one has taken his place, 
the majoi-domo in very great houses, but 
generally the cook, whose sign of office is an 
apron hideous with grease-spots, comes in, 
caning on his head a great round wooden 
tray, in the midst of which is the soup- 
tureen, whilst around are a number of cop- 
per dishes or basins with covers — as many 
as the tray will hold. This is the fintt 
service. The cook seta it down in a corner, 
and first puts upon f&e table the tureen, into 
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irhich. all the guests dip their spoons, which 
are immediately transferred to their mouths. 
After this, the ragouts are placed upon the 
table one by one, and each person with his 
fingers picks out the morsels which please 
him best, or di^s his bread in the sauce 
until at a sign from the master of the house 
the servant takes away the dish. In this 
way the messes succeed one anotiier to the 
end; but during the whole time neither spoon 
nor plates are changed, so that every one by 
degrees has a pile of bones and fat before 
him. As I have said, the Turks possess 
nothing of what we call plate, for table use. 
Only a few rich people have ewers of silvCT, 
and a kind of amphora for handwashing, 
with trays for bringing in sherbet, or a few 
vases for aromatics, and some censra^ in 
which to bum perfimie. 

The remainder of each dish is served up in 
the same manner to any person of infmor 
rank who may be present, and for whom 
another table is placed. When these have 
eaten their fill, the servants take their turn 
in a distant comer. There is something 
patriarchal in this system ; and it must be 
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obserred that one of the best traits in 
oriental drilization is the ea^ relation be- 
tween master and servant. In travelling 
they eat together, and in general are re- 
garded rather, in the light of children well 
disciplined, than as men who have sold their 
sendees for hire. Domesticity, in fact, is 
never considered degrading in the East. 
The young serve the old as a matter of 
course. Among the Greeks especially this 
difOcult problem of the interchange of services 
is resolved in an admirable manner. The 
(diildren of poor parents are taken into rich 
fiunilies, and relieved from the sense of 
degradation by a kind of semi-adoption. 
What we would call a footman of eighteen 
is invested with a kind of parental authority 
over children of ten or twelve ; and it often 
happens that, after performing their duty for 
a certain nnrnber of years in the family of a 
merchant, they are enabled to set up business 
on their own account. I have heard per- 
sons regret that they had retired from trade 
before they had been enabled to set afloat . 
the youngest son of a family which had sup- 
plied them vrith a succession of servants. It 
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was until recently the custom in some of the 
ulands for wealthy merchants to send their 
sons to the houses of Mends, where they 
might learn to perform all the duties of 
humble life, in the character of servants, 
even to go to the market and to dean the 
house. This reminds one of the instituti(m 
of pages and squires in the best times of the 
feudal system. 

But we are foi^tting the Turks in the 
midst of their meal. Even now the great 
mass drink nothing but water, and this only 
after they have finished eating. Those who 
use brandy generally take it in large quanti- 
ties before dinner, in order to giro them an 
appetite, and rardy drink during the re- 
mainder of the meal. Most good dinners 
end with a dish which we should place at 
the commencemmt — that is to say, the 
pilau, or rice cooked in grease. The sweet 
dishes precede this, and afterwards comes the 
dessert, which consists of a variety of fruit, 
including sometimes oarobs, dates, cocoa- 
nuts, and often half-ripe prunes, grapes, and 
apples. 

"When the meal is over, basins are brought 
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round for every guest to wasb Ms bands; 
which ceremony is performed BcrupulouBly. 
The servant places the ewer on the ground, 
or holds it low down, and slowly pours out 
the water. Every one then returns to the 
divans, ■which stretch round the room, and 
enjoys the delight of smoking and sipping 
coffee. The latter is brought in in little 
cups placed in stands of braes or sUver, in 
filigree-work. It is generally very good. 
The government has reserved to itself a 
monopoly of roasting and grinding all the 
coffee used in the capital. A vast building, 
especially adapted to this work, exists near 
the Egyptian market, where a great number 
of men are constantly employed with huge 
pestles, three or four to one mortar, in 
pounding the true Mocha, which alone is 
used. All coffee-house keepers imd retail 
dealers go thither with little leathern bags 
to get their supplies as th^ want them. 
Public opinion maintains that at certain times, 
instead of true Mocha, the &uthfiil are put 
off with pounded bricks. 

At the Bfune time with the coffee, pipes 
■are preseuted to the guests. They have 



dt, Google 



122 DINNEB AT CONSTASTINOFLE. 

amber mouth-pieceB, adorned with difunonds 
or other predouB stones, and are generally 
made of cherry or jasmine- wood. The bowls 
are of red clay, carefully baked, and much 
larger than those used in Egypt, where the 
art of smokii^ has been carried to the greatest 
height. The &vourite tobacco of the Turks 
is almost of a saf&on-colour ; and this it is 
that is generally known in Europe. The 
Latakia, howerer, used by the more refined 
Egyptians, is almost as dark as our shag. 
I hare never seen any in Europe. I must 
not foi^et to mention that the after-diimer 
enjf^ment of smoldng has been raised to 
the level of a great luxury by the Turks and 
Arabs, who wield their pipes with a dignity 
and delicacy which those who are accustomed 
to the clay, or even the Havannah, can 
scarcely conceive. 

Many Turks, at various times of the day, 
resort to the pernicious practice of opium-! 
ranoking. There is a class, indeed, which 
takes its name from the vice, called theridkij 
whose principal resort is a range of dark 
little coffee-houses, near the Bulimaniyeh 
Mosque. Here they may be seen^ stretched 
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in a state of stupid beatitude upon benches. 
Sometimes they letain to a certain extent 
the power of motion, but in general they lie 
about like corpses. It is not uncommon for 
a son to como at an appointed liour to fetch 
his father, whom he takes pick-a-back home. 
It is scarcely necessary to remind the 
reader that when strangers, or indeed any 
persons not strictly belonging to the femily 
are present, the women keep away in their 
own apartments. If the master of the house 
wishes to dine in his harim, he must pre- 
Tfiously send warning to that effect. On 
such occasions he eats with some favourite 
diild, and commonly the wife stands up a 
little in the rear. The female slaves serve 
at table in this case, but the wife rarely 
scruples, if there be the least necessity, to 
run backwards and forwards to the kitchen. 
It is her privilege also to pour out water, if 
her lord be thirsty. I am disposed to think 
that in most eastern countries, amongst 
people of all rehgions, there is some obscure 
idea that it is indelicate for a woman to be 
seen introducing food into her mouth. I do 
not think that I ever succeeded in per- 
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Huading even my fireethinkmg Mend 8iti 
Madoula to eat in my presence. 

The delicacies peculiar to wcnneii and 
children in Turkey consigt in a variety of 
sweetmeats of very bad quality. There is 
sold also in the streets a Mnd of cake, made 
with rice, flour, and water, flaTOured with 
sugar and aromatics. Customers are obliged 
to eat their shares on the same saucers, and 
with the same horn spoon, which have been 
used all day by a long snccession of amateurs. 
The dealer, however, selects each morning a 
particular comer of his dirty apron wbereon 
to wipe them. In various places, likewise, 
m^i may be seen poisiag on their left arm 
copper trays covered with a thin layer of red 
sweetmeat. It is the thick syrup of some 
fruit well boiled down. In his right hand 
the dealer flourishes a little tin scoop, and 
wben any one asks for one or. two paras' 
worth, he digs out a certain quantity by 
guess, and shoves it into the mouth of the 
economical gourmand, as Mrs. Squeers 
shoved the brimstone and treacle down the 
throats of her unfortunate victims. Men, 
■women, and children of various ranks — 
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tradespeople and mechanics — compete for 
the precious refreshment; and one pair of 
lips has no sooner smacked otct the scoop, 
than another is ready to receive it. 
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CHAPTEE XI. 

TtntElSH PREJUDICES AND KAJUD'hAH. 

State of the Provinoefl ■ — Baniad'hAn-time — Eating the 
Olive — An lUumiiiated City — Sjdendid Sight — Coa- 
trast — Dirty Streets — Kight Occupations — A Con- 
clave of Smokera — Debauchery — A Stranger in the 
Streets — Insults to Franb — Privileged Colonrs — 
Stagnation of Busiaess — Turkish doings in the Ooun- 
tiy — The Streets of Constantinople — Porters. 

I HATE endeavoured, without trenching 
on the limits of caricature, to gire as com- 
plete a picture as I could of the domestic 
life of the Turks, principally referring to 
Constantinople. The manners of the domi- 
nant race in the provinces are so slightly 
different, that it is not worth while for my 
present purpose to enter into any particular 
details upon them. There, as in the capital* 
the indolence and apathy of this people 
would reduce them to be in want of the 
necessaries of life — to absolute starvation — 
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if they had not the Christian rayahs to 
prey upon, — Bulgarian and Greek, who are 
pUlaged under a thousand pretences. As 
for as I can learn, nearly everything that 
has been said about the improved rela- 
tions of the Turk and the people is Mse. 
Throughout the whole empire, the represen- 
tativee of the goyermnent look upon the 
rayahs as their lawful prey. It is worth 
remembering, . however, that as a race, in 
spite of continued pillage, the Turks remain 
miserably poor. 

Such of the Mthful as can contrive iu the 
course of the year to save up any money — 
the produce of industry or robbery — spend it 
right royally during the nights of Ra- 
mad'han ; for their ideas of economy go no 
forther than this, the most distant horizon 
of their fature. The Bamad'han is well 
known as the Lent of the Turks, — ^thirty days 
of fasting by day, and thirty nights of riot. 
At the setting of the sun, whilst the first 
boom of the cannon is rolling over the Gol- 
den Horn, every true Muslim pops an olive 
into his mouth. The custom is irrefr^able. 
At Constantinople the ministers sometimes 
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mvite their OhrUtlaiL friends — ambassadors 
and others — ^to come and " eat an. olive with 
them •" that is to say, to partake of akind of 
collation. The city daring this month pre- 
sents at night a curious spectacle. All the 
minarets are illumioated, and, as many of the 
mosques have two or three or even four of 
these pinnacles, garlands of lamps of various 
colours intermixed are swung &om one end to 
the other throughout the entire metropolis 
and its suburbs ; so that the e£Cect produced 
from a distance is perfectly magical. There 
cannot, indeed, be imagined any more mar- 
velloufl spectacle than gleams before the eyes 
of those who are gliding under sail or oar 
in their caiques athwart the smooth waters 
of the port, or £urther out in the stream of 
the BosphoruB ; for then the whole illumina- 
tion far up in the air, and the glittering lighto 
that spangle the fronts of the houses and 
glow in the kiosques tiiat thrust themselves 
over the tottering wall, all dropping theii 
reflections in the current, form as it were 
the outline of a dty of fire. 

Take care, however, if you would preserve 
this glorious impression, not to penetrate 
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into the streets either of the city or of 
Galata, for then all illusion will be de- 
stroyed ; the broken kaleidoscope is reduced 
to mere bits of stained glass. Darkness and 
mud, or darkness and dust, fill the narrow, 
crooked, steep, and ill-paved streets. Innu- 
merable &mished dogs wander about, picking 
up the fragments which are cast out to them, 
and whidi tell them that a feast is toward, 
howling, barking, and snapping at each 
other. No breed of dogs in the world is so 
ofFensire or so savage. They are a perfect 
pest, and it is sometimes even dangerous to 
Ml in their way. I am assured that they 
sometimes devour one another. 

The Turks, after having taken their first 
evening repast, generally sally forth into the 
streets with a little lantern in their hands, 
and a pipe, of course, at their lips, to visit 
some coffee-house, where they may recline on 
a divan, and sip their mocha with the regular 
gossips of the place. Sometimes they go a 
visiting at the houses of friends, who receive 
them in their sEJemlik, an apartment sepa- 
rate from that of the women. It is curious 
to see a collection of bearded old gentlemen 
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thus assembled under pretesice of enjoying 
one another's sodety. After the first formal 
salutations, they genraraUy relapse into &mi- 
plete sllence> gr&vely inhaling the smoke oi 
their pipes, their eyes half-closed, and their 
whole person in an attitude indicative of the 
greatest possible indolence. They remind coie 
of a conclave of petrified sages. Now and 
then, perha^ a vague desire to commxinicate 
a thought stirs within them, but it is long 
before it bubbles up to the snrfiace in words. 
Then some deep sounds seem to roll forth 
without effort, &om amidst a beard which 
remains motionless as marble ; but they axe 
rarely sent to their address either by a 
glance or gesture. Presently, when the last 
syllable has been clearly enunciated, and the 
last echo has died away, another attempt 
at expression may perhaps be made, and 
through the doud of smoke which has by 
this time collected, comes an equally solemn 
reqwnse, — ^and so the evening wears away ; 
sometimes, I confess, without su^festing 
any regret for the impertinent loquaciiy of 
Europe. This is how matters are managed 
amongst the best class of Turks. Others 
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spur their phlegmatic natures by means of 
strong drinks and stimulants adapted to 
every sense ; and the majority of those ■who 
oan a&brd it spend the night of Bamad'han 
in riot and debaucliery. 

A stranger must take care, in endeavour- 
ing to satisfy his curiosity at this picturesque 
period — for there is picturesqueness, though 
there is no cleanliness, and little splendour — 
not to push too far into the interior of the 
quarters inhabited by Turks alone ; for if he 
do so, he will run the risk of being stoned by 
the lads and ragamuffins, to the tune of 
"Giaour! Giaour 1" A wolf would scarcely 
excite so much popular indignation. Chris- 
tian women very seldom venture to go out 
in the evening, not only during Ramad'han- 
time but throughout the entire year. Some 
Europeans, it is true, have ventured to take 
their wives to enjoy the night promenade of 
the festival, but, in spite of the protection of 
the round hat — distinctive sign of a Frank— 
th^ are sometimes insulted and ill-treated 
by Turkish women. Similar acts of violence 
take place even by day. Not three years 
ago, a friend of mine saw a Turkish beldame 
e2 
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nisli at a lady, who was walking with her 
hushand, and, having torn off the g^een Teil 
which she wore, give her a violent box in the 
ear. This passed in the twinkling of an eye, 
before an arm could be ^sed to interfere. 
The reason given was that green is a colour 
reserved for the special use of the emirs, and 
not to be polluted by infidels. By the way, 
all rayahs are forbidden to employ vivid 
colours in their dresses, and scarcely do they 
obtain permission to wear the more sombre 
and dull ones. 

As we have said, the Turks during Hamad- 
'haai-time eat only by night. They often 
keep open table from the going down of the 
sun to break of day. Then they snatch a 
few hours of sleep. The rich, and all those 
who are employed in public offices, re- 
main in bed till midday, at which time 
they get up to attend to business. The 
ministers go to the Porte, remain there a 
little time, and then return home. During 
the whole of this period, indeed, busi- 
ness stands almost «tiU. The vapours of 
the officials not having time to dissipate 
themselves before eveiung-&ll, they are com- 
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pletely inaccessible, especially to the rayahs. 
If these poor people have any af^iirs to 
transact with the ministers, so much the 
worse for them. They must bide until the 
end of B;amad'han. At Constantinople, 
nevertheless, since the reform, government 
has pretended to require activity and energy 
in its subordinates, in order to throw dust in 
the eyes of European powers; but in the 
provinces, far from the critical glances of 
Franks, where no dissimulation- is necessary, 
where complaints, however loud, may be ex- 
pressed without even a murmur being heard 
at head-quarters, where reform is a mere dead 
letter, business, at this particular period of the 
year especially, is carried on in a deplorable 
way. The authorities take no pains to con- 
ceal their indiflference. The Giaours may be 
in a hurry ; let them wait. They may have 
merchandise which it is necessary for them 
to forward ; but the slumbers of the police 
must not be disturbed. In fine, a twelfth of 
the year is almost entirely lost to business. 
During the month of Bamad'han the gates 
of the city are open all night, to enable the 
inhabitants of the suburbs to communicate 
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with those within the walls. The streets 
when it rains are nearly impassable. It re- 
quires some devOTness to wade through thran. 
In dry weather, in the bazaars, there is 
always a thick coatiiig of hard mud, which 
has been accumulating for years. Imagine 
what a black porridge is produced by a heavy 
burasoo [ The Turks, in their loose slippersj 
crawl along like flies over a plate of treacle. 
We must add to these pleasures of street 
navigation the number of porters engaged in 
carrying hales of merchandise from the 
TBSsds in the port to the warehouses or 
shops. No vehicles of any kind are used for 
this purpose. The bales ere borne either 
on the hack of a single man, or, when too 
ponderous, by, several, who grunt as they 
move in unison, and who seem, by their 
want of care and politeness, to imagine that 
they have a right to the monopoly of the 
streets. It is true these are narrow, so that 
a party of this kind occupies the whole 
breadth. WheA you go out to walk, you 
rarely return home without some new stain 
of oil, grease, or "tar, upon your clothes ; for 
not only are tbpse wjddents rendered inevi- 
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table sometimes by tbe straitness of the 
thoroughfares, but if is considered a good 
joke among the porters to ruffle and blot the 
feathers of a Christian. 
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WITHEB8E8 CALLED TO TEE BiSL 

Admissions of a Friend of Turkey — SalarieB of OfBcials-~ 
Corruption — Finnan against Peculation and Luxury — 
Decay of the Empire when begun — Amurath IV. — 
Bapid Decline — Sultan himself culpable — Luxurions 
Habita of Officials — Turkish Rigals— Parallel with the 
Middle Ages — Assembly in the Hall of the Prophet's 
Mantle — Sham Reform — Turkish Saying — Treat- 
ment of great Officials — Inconvenience of numerous 
Esecntions — The Bowstring and Poison — Mntee — 
Heads of Rebels exposed — The Hetserists — Pyramid 
of Skulls — Insurrection in Bulgaria — Albanian Atro- 
oitiea — Rebellions and Public Opinion. 

A WARU partisan of Turkey, who affects at 
least to be enthusiastic in favour of whateTer 
savours of the Koran — convinced though he 
be of the possibility of casting the members 
of this decrepit empire into the Medean cal- 
dron of reform, — has forgotten himself once 
or twice, and has raised a comer of the veil 
which hides from the eyes of Europeans the 
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corruption of the Osmanlis. He has given a 
picture which I shall reproduce ^s a tes- 
timony which can scarcely he gainsaid. 
(It is the eridence of an accomplice — 
Queen's evidence against Turkey.) Among 
the causes of the corruption which he ad- 
mits, he mentions the great number of 
free servants or slaves which are found about 
the houses of both great and small, and the 
immense disproportion that exists between the 
salaries of persons employed by the govern- 
ment in inferior situations and that of those in 
superior ones. "There does not exist, per- 
haps," says he, " any country in which there is 
BO great a discr^ancy in this respect. The 
disproportion is perfectly absurd. The state 
is prodigal In the case of its great ser- 
vimts and parsimonious in that of its humble 
ones. In both ways it injures itself. For 
example, a clerk in the custom-house or in 
the arsenal, occupying the fifth rank, is 
obliged to be contented with a salary of one 
pound or twenty-five shillings per month, 
whilst the head clerk, occupying a third or 
second rank, receives from forty to fifty 
pounds a month. The former, therefore. 
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in order to make up the number of piaetres 
which are absolutely necessary to enable 
him to live, will seU himself, and allow the 
state to be injured to any amount. In the 
same way, in the army, a general receives 
pOT month a hiwdred and forty-fiv« pounde, 
whilst a colonel gets only fourteen, and a 
captain not three I Such inequalities consti- 
tute a danger to public morality, uid destroy 
the respect which the institutions of the 
country should excite. They corrupt," so 
proceeds this honest pamphleteer, " the 
superior, d^rrade the inferior, and lower 
authority in the eyes of the nation. A lieu- 
tenant is not ashamed to fill bis colonel's 
pipe ; a colonel performs the same office for 
his general. An effendi of inferior ranlt acts 
without scruple as the valet of his superior ; 
and it may well be supposed that the latter 
will not shrink from whatever is necessary to 
satisfy the requirements of a luxury for 
which the emoluments of his place serve as a 
pretext, whilst ihey cannot enable him to 
meet the expense. The scandalous gains of 
the ntizam, the trofiicking in justice whi^ 
baa become almost proverbial — the shame- 
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All practice <^ receiving ptesents, whidi 
is tolerated amongst no oivilized people, 
all these abuaes, which the reform haa 
bem hitherto impotait to upset, may be 
best appreciated from aa attentive perusal 
of an offidal document or firmaii, published 
in 1850, in which it is said :— 

" * "We published some time ago, a long 
article on the deplorable consequenoes of pecu- 
lation and corruption ; and we desired to put 
an end to such disastrous things by^ compdUing 
all functionaries employed under us to take 
a public oath; and we hoped that this 
obligation, together with the pains and 
p^ialties which necessarily accrue, would 
prove an efficamoua remedy against the 
evil of which we complain. We are sorry 
to see, however, that our paternal remon- 
Btrances and our salutary reprimands have 
not borne fVuit, and that we are obliged 
to repeat them with r^r^ice to facts which 
have recently come under our notice. It ia 
well known that many times certain persons 
have abdicated their dignity in favour of 
peculation, in order to suffice for the extraor^ 
dinary e^enses which they have created for 
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themselves in objects of luxiuy, and are com- 
pelled therefore to deprive themselves of what 
is necessary in order to procure that which is 
superfluous. It is most evident that such 
a conduct is condemned both by the pro- 
visions of the law and by common sense. 
Its necessary consequence is, that those 
who follow it overpass the bounds which 
the amount of their fortunes would per- 
mit, and thus arrive at the goal of universal 
dishonour. Far fifom perceiving these un- 
fortunate consequences, they have become 
accustomed to make use of very costly furni- 
ture, and of objects of luxury perfectly un- 
productive. They imagine that they are 
obliged to procure these and to make use of 
them, on account of the rank which th^ 
occupy, and console themselves in the delu- 
sive hope that they will thereby win the 
esteem of the public, whilst, on the contrary, 
in order to meet these ruinous expenses, they 
are reduced to the necessity of compromising 
their characters by disgraceful acts and mal- 
versations. Now, is it not evident that the 
brilliancy of the rank occupied by oxa func- 
tionaries, according to the grades and the 
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decorations which have been conferred upon 
them by the imperial magoiflcence, nowise 
requires to be enhanced by rain luxury, and 
that the only means of doing honour to it is 
by a scrupulous fidelity towards the sovereign, 
and a constant obserration of duty P This is 
why we recommend the functionaries of the 
empire to establish a prudent and moderate 
equilibrium in their personal expenses, so 
long as they do not possess any other re- 
venue than their salary^ to meet extraor- 
dinary expenses; and we warn them that 
they will thereby gain much in the precious 
esteem of bis imperial majesty, and that on 
the contrary, those who persist in creating 
for themselves immoderate expenses will ^i- 
tirely lose his confidence.' " 

The imperial firman on the moderation 
of luxury above given, originated in a pro- 
position of the Council of State. The Hatti- 
Sherif of Gulhane had already sharply 
blamed the same abuses, together with many 
others. " "We shall endeavour," it said, 
" firmly to establish, by means of a severe 
law, the complete cessation for the future of 
the shameful custom of Sichvets, whidi is 
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one of the principal causes of the desiructicm 
of the empire, and which the law already 
condemns." In truth, the eriL here pointed 
out — ^the reception of " Bichvets" or presents 
made from an inferior to a superior, in order 
to purcliase his goodwiU, had already at- 
tracted con^derabie attention many years 
before. The foUowing is an extract from a 
memoir presented to Amurath IV. by his 
Tizier, about slsty years after the death of 
the great Suliman, at which date, according 
to the Ottoman writers themselves, the first 
symptoms of the decay of the empire ap- 
peared ; — " When there wre five or mx com- 
petitors for a Kadilik, th^ are examined, and 
according to canoons (customs or laws), the 
preference should be given to the most wise, 
the most learned ; but very often the Gasiasker 
gives the place to the solicitations or in- 
fluence of private personsi without any re- 
ference to merit, dismissing those who do not 
c^er a sufficient present." ^Further on, the 
vizier represents to the fflnpennr in a tone 
of sadness the venality which had introduced 
itself among the Houlazim, the exactions <^ 
the govemors,'the abuses of power that daily 
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took place, the corruption that pervaded the 
whole empire ; but it was all in vain. Erom 
that time forward the evil went on increasing. 
The disease had got into the constitution. 
It was impossible to eradicate it. Palliatives 
might be applied ; ^mptoms might be de- 
atroy^ed ; a false appearance of health might 
be produced — the flush of fever — but the 
inevitable fate oi em^res had at length over- 
taken Turkey, and it would long ago have 
&&ea, had it not be^ sustained .by other 
powers than its own. Accordiagly we find, 
as has been seen, the great reforming Sultan 
Ifahmoud repeating the complaints of 
Amurath's vizi^ in a bitter tone, {ind the 
youthful Abd-ul-Mejid taking up the same 
burthen. But th^e is scarcely any longer 
a meaning attached to these complaining 
words. The Sultan has been the first to 
break the rules he has himself laid down, 
uid it has been by monificent Kichvets that 
tile Egyptian viceroy, against the funda- 
mental laws of the Tui^dsh empire, against 
the positive promises and engagements of 
tiie Sultan himself, purchased the right g£ 
life fmd death over his subjects. 
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"Among the habits," saya the writer 
above quoted, '* contracted by rich private 
people and by the high functionaries in 
Turkey, which ab8orb more than their 
revenue, we must count not only the luxury 
of their equipages and of their horses, 
against which the general ordinances given 
were launched, but also the excessive number 
of servants, which is common, it is true, to all 
Oriental countries ; but which a state like 
Turkey, aspiring to constitute itself on an 
European model, should repudiate as an 
obstacle to moral reform, and a cause of 
material ruin. At Constantinople the num- 
ber of free domestics, independently of the 
fifty-two thousand slaves that are kept, 
reaches the number of at least forty thou- 
sand, and constitutes, therefore, a third of 
the whole Muslim population. A function- 
ary of the second rank, occupying a position 
corresponding to that of a chief clerk in 
a public office, and whose salary is about 
80,000 piastres (£680) per annum, has not 
less than ten servants in his house, both free 
and slave. The'keep of these ten servants, 
calculated only at 20,000 piastres, amounts 
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to a quarter of the whole income. If firom 
the house of an effendi of the second rank we 
pass to that of a digmtary a degree higher, 
or a moashyr, the progression increases, 
and it is no longer hy tens hut by hundreds 
that we must count the number of slares 
and domestics attached to his service. 
Nothing answers bo well to the idea which 
we form of the existence of a feudal lord in 
his castle in the middle ages, as the life led 
by a Turkish rigal in his Konak or in his 
Yeli. He keeps a table always spread [with 
bread and cheese, or such-like simplicities] 
for all comers ; crowds of domestics encumber 
the court, the staircases, the ante-chamber, 
living at the expense of the master, and 
preying upon his guests. It is the same 
prodigality as in the olden time, the same 
carelessness, the same waste. The want of 
Hie presence of women is alio felt on all 
sides ; and as the barons of the middle ages 
had no scruple about supplying themselres 
for the expenses of their castle by pillaging 
Jews or travelling merchants, or by making 
forays on the lands of their neighbours, so the 
pasha appointed to govern a province, or a 



dt, Google 



14S WITKESSES CALLED TO THE BAS. 

high functionary of the Porte, to repair the 
breaches made in his rerenae hj his ex- 
trayagance, or when, he is hard pressed by 
his saraf, grinds his subjects, ox shamefully 
traffics in the places and other faTOurs, of 
which he has the disposal. Hence arise 
thc^ scandalous scenes which are unknown 
in other countries, and of which the capital 
and the provinces present each day the 
afficting spectacle. 

" When the evil has become, bo to speak, 
general, and a chorus of complaints arises on 
all sides, and reaches the ears of the Forte, 
the Forte bestirs itself, and an imperial ordi- 
naiice, like that of which we have above seen 
the preamble, is issued to remind the delin- 
quents of the laws, and to revive the ancient 
r^ulations against luxury in horses, harness, 
carriages, caiques, &c. In other cases a firman 
calls together to Constantinople all the go- 
vernors of the provinces and unites them in the 
presence of the Sultan, together with the prin- 
cipal dignitaries of the empire, in the Hall of 
the Mantle of the Frophet, where a secretary 
reads to them in a loud voice the Hatti- 
Sherifs which have been issued, forbidding 
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under the severest penalties all abuses of 
power ; and also the articles of the code of 
184)0, in which all these sias are enumerated. 
This interesting lecture terminated, the as- 
sembled functionaries are compelled to re- 
peat one after the other, upon the Koran, 
and upon the sacred relic preserved in that 
hall, the oaths, which they have twenty 
times repeated and twenty times violated, 
to faithfully observe the laws. The days and 
weeks b^in to glide by once more, months 
elapse, fear b^^s to die away on one hand, 
whilst on the other the severity of the sur- 
veillance relaxes, the oath is again forgotten, 
the new regulations, applied at first with a 
certain amount of rigour, fall into their ac- 
customed disuse, and everything at length 
returns into the order, or rather the disorder, 
which had previously reigned." 

Such is the picture drawn by Mr. Ubicini, 
who believes in the possibility of Turkish 
regeneration, and who wilfully perhaps for- 
gets the proverb which is current amongst 
his favourite people, to the effect that the 
riches of the state are an ocean, and that he 
who does not drink thereof is a hog I 
l2 
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As I am calling witnesses to the bar, I 
may invoke the testimony of a writer who 
has published since the accession of Abd-ul- 
Mejid. He is in general highly faTourable to 
the Turks, and inclined to be severe on aU 
who criticise them. We are upon the sub- 
ject of abuses of administration. . Let us 
read the following naive account of how, in 
these times of progress, the government car- 
ries on its intercourse with its great of&cials. 
These things have been noticed in such old 
books, and are so often suppressed in books of 
travels, that the public seem indined to be- 
lieve them to belong entirely to the domain 
of M. Von Hammer. 

" In the hist years of his life," says 
M. Ami Bou^, " the late Sultan (Mahmoud) 
at length opened his eyes to the great incon- 
venience of immolating almost without ceas- 
ing his most remarkable officials. He found 
that he would at length find himself alone in 
company with mere ignoramuses, and that 
be was only doing pleasure to foreigners by 
destroying the few men capable of opposing 
them. Eor these excellent reasons he limited 
considerably the number of secret or public 
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executions of pashas and great people found 
to be guilty, or removed from his confidence 
hy intrigues. Decapitations and imprison- 
ments became much rarer, ■were replaced by 
exile, or a pension, to be spent in a given 
place. [Many criminals would not complain 
of this substitution.] The rebels of Asia are 
exiled to Europe, and those of Europe to 

Asia The Sultan even pushed bia 

clemency so ftir as to replace rebels in other 
governments. However, facts which have 
latterly occurred show that the custom has 
not been entirely abandoned, of terminating 
without judgment the lives of certain public 
men — ^by declaring them, for example, if 
pashas, Enage Firmanli, and sending them, 
politely, a messenger with the fatal firman 
in his pocket, plus a good cord ; or, if they 
have formerly been favourites of the Sultan, 
a small dose of poison. To compensate for 
the dangers to which these messengers are 
exposed, they are never punished with death. 
Nor has the Sultan quite given up the use of 
the mutes called Dalsis for very secret execu- 
tions. The custom also is preserved of sending 
to his highness the heads of rebels salted an4 
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packed in straw, or else their ears ; and these 
sad trophic are exposed for three days at 
the gates of the Seraglio." 

This is the fovourable r^resentation of a 
friend of Turkey, who endearours, a little 
further on, to justify the cruelties formerly 
practised against Hetaerists. He says, that 
as the Turks have no police — ^he means no 
secret police— they are obliged -to have re- 
course to torture as the only legal means of 
arriving at truth. In the case of the 
Hetaerists, these brutal means " not produc- 
ing any revelatipns, the Ottomans," says 
M. Bou^, " finding it impossible to discover 
the truth, fell into a fury upon all the Chris- 
tians, devoting them all to death, after the 
manner of savages." 

Apropos of the punishment of rebels, I 
shall extract a passage from M. Blanqui, 
which well paints the character of the Turks, 
which has not changed since the time of 
which he speaks — " Before entering the 
walls of Nissa we were .saddened by the 
sight of a hideous monument, characteristic 
of the social state of the country. It was a 
qandrangular pyramid, incrusted with two 
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or three thousand skulls of Servian Chris- 
tians, who fell in a combat against the 
Turks in 1816, and of which Muslim fana- 
ticism haa made a barbarous trophy. The 
four sides of the monum^it are covered like a 
mosaic with many thousands of skulls, set 
into the walls from the base to the summit. 
The piety of the Bulgarians has i-emoved many 
hundreds to giro them burial, but there still 
remains a great number (1841), to which are 
attached locks of hair, which the wind shakes 
as it passes. This is a triumphal column 
of cannibals ; and it is impossible not to be 
seized with horror at its sight. I respect- 
fa\lj saluted these spoils of Christians, who 
had died for their country and their religion. 
A day may perhaps come when on the rery 
place where now are seen their desecrated 
remains, emancipated Bulgaria may raise a 
temple to their memory." 

About the time when this was written,-:- 
twelve years ago, — after the publication of 
the Hatti-Sherif of Gulhane throughout the 
whole country which this dismal pyramid 
overlooked, every species of cruelty was per- 
petrated by hordes of savage Albanians let 
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loo^ upon the country, in order to compel 
the unhappy Bulgarians to pay the taxes 
which they had refused, £rom sheer inability 
to raise the necessary money. The fact was, 
they had already paid them, hut as receipts 
were refused, the collectors had it in their 
power to make them contribute two or three 
times over. The furious conduct of the 
Arnaouts on this occasion must be remem- 
bered by most of my readers. They soon 
succeeded in goading the country into a 
rebellion, which was of course suppressed, 
and which was used as a kind of justification 
for post-dated atrocities. The Turkish govern- 
ment at this time pretended to regret what 
had taken place, but its regrets were useless, 
if not hypocritical. Practically the old sys- 
tem of insolent extortion was carried on. 
Bayahs were compelled to drag themselves 
towards Turkish of&cials on their knees ; and 
it was thought quite natural to harness 
Christians to carriages when beasts of burden 
were wanting. 

Perhaps it is useless to accumulate in- 
stances of horrors committed during the 
suppression of insurrections in Turkey, which. 
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by the way, are generally mere unexpected 
outbreaks caused by more than usually 
violent oppression. Massacres and execu- 
tions are at once resorted to. Sometimes 
the bones of the accused are broken one after 
the other by blows of a hammer; other 
wretches are hurled against iron spokes; 
others are torn by red-hot pincers. It 
seems, however, to be admitted in a great 
many quarters, that people who are possessed, 
or covetous of power, may commit almost 
any atrocity to maintain or acquire it ; whilst 
excessive virtue and humanity are expected 
only &om those who may be goaded into 
resistance by these atrocities. Even in 
England we find whole classes to approve 
tadtly or otherwise of slaughter and villany, 
provided they be used on the side of autho- 
rity, whilst a rebel cannot raise his hand 
without being stigmatized as an assassin. 
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Deserted Flftma of Turkey — Oj^ression in Bulgaria — 
Desolation of Thrace — Melanctoly Scenes — Advocates 
of Mahommedaniam — Cbaracter of that Religion — 
Bigotry — The Good and the Bad — Doctrine of Ea- 
talify — Turks not found in Turkey — Statistics — 
Fraud of the Porte — Eise rf Greek GviUzation. 

We have but to cast a glance over the 
vast prorinces which Btretch from the banks 
of the Danube to the limits of constitutional 
Greece, to see the natural results of the 
system I have described carried on by 
a people so brutal and barbarous as the 
Turks. These provinces do not contain 
one quarter of the population th^ are 
capable of supporting, and, unlike other 
countries, the plains are almost desert, whilst 
the mountains and a few large cities con- 
tain the chief part of the inhabitants. Where- 
ever there is a centre of Turkish authority 
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established, a wilderness is at once created 
around. The greater portion of the Bulgarian 
population is dispersed in villages far from 
the high roads, and a wholesome terror, as 
I have hinted in the previous chapter, is 
from time to time struck into them by in- 
vasions of armed tax-gatherers. Nothing 
can be more melancholy than a journey 
southward from the Danube towards Con- 
stantinople. The Bulgarians are naturally a 
mild and good people, but, as is well known, 
they have more than once been goaded by 
excessive oppression into rebellion. They 
have always been punished by bloody nwis- 
sacres, but are ever ready to break out again, 
and could they obtain any assistance either 
in men or arms, and could they be assured of 
the forced neutrality of Austria and Russia, 
would soon free themselves. It is said, how- 
ever, that they are wise enough to prefer 
remaining for a while imder the barbarous 
yoke of the Tm-ks, which is ill fitted to their 
necks, to passing under the more steady and 
more overwhelming tyranny of Russia: Any 
middle course, however, that could be offered 
to them would be eagerly seized. 
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If we traverse the B^an range, and enter 
upon the vast plains of Thrace, the deserts 
become naturally more dismal than ever. 
"We are approaching the capital. Adrianople 
is surrounded by vast expanses covered with 
cemeteries, and the whole country between 
that city and Constantinople seems as if it 
had been just visited by a pestilence. It 
consists of a vast undulating plain, entirely 
denuded of trees, and cut up by numerous 
streams of water, which were once bordered 
by flourishing towns and fields. Now and 
then a miserable hamlet occurs ; but there 
are places in which during twelve hoiu-s of 
hard marching there is not a house visible, 
not a tree, not a shrub. *' Between Adriano- 
ple and Khassa," says M. Blanqui, " I saw 
nothing but cemeteries ; between Kbassa and 
Eski-Baba stretches an immense plain, silent 
and lugubrious; between Eski-Baba and 
Chatal-Bourgas still there was plain and 
desert; and still desert and plain between 
Chatal-Bourgas and Karishtiran." In no 
other part of the world can such a tract of 
country be found between two capitals. It 
is rendered still more melancholy than it 
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otherwise would be, by the presence of in- 
numerable cemeteries whitening the plain, 
whilst no dwelling-places rise beside them. 
Whence came the population of these cities 
of the dead ? Who quarried out those thou- 
sands of tumular stones ? There is no one 
to tell. Sadder stiU it is to meet, as the 
trareller does at various points, with villages 
which give a promise of hospitality from a 
distance, but which, when we draw nigh, are 
found to be tenanted only by rats, and owls, 
and bats. Misery or the plague has done its 
work completely. " These villages," con- 
tinues M. Blanqui, " are surrounded by a 
fertile soil; everywhere there were shining 
streams and a pure sky spread above. 
What has transformed this fertile champaign 
of Thrace into a desolate steppe — what but 
Muslim barbarity ? The mosque alone re- 
mains erect in the midst of the ruins it has 
made. The minarets are always bright and 
the Im&ms well endowed, whilst desolation 
and death hold their sway around." 

Many persons, &om some inconceivable 
bias of mind, have taken up the defence of 
Mahotaamedanism, and endeavoured to repre- 
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sent it as a mild and beneficent form of &ith, 
that can be advantageously compared with 
Christianity. The moral doctrines wbicb it 
has borrowed from the Gtospel are often de- 
tached in this argument from the theory of 
sensuality with which they are unaccount- 
ably mixed. Certainly Mahommedanism, 
like every other religion, endeavours to cul- 
tivate the virtues, without which society 
could not hold together. It lays great stress 
on the respect due to parents, on the duty of 
charity, and exacts from its followeis a good 
deal of self-abnegation. It would be stupid 
bigotry to deny that these lessons have pro- 
duced their fruit in many cases. We meet, 
accordingly, with Muslims whose goodness 
and virtue cannot be surpassed ; and amongst 
them no order has risen which has endea- 
voured to acquire authority by the sacrifice 
of every moral principle. But, on the other 
hand, this religion, at the best of times, has 
taught two or three opinions which human 
nature is disposed more easily to accept than 
any precepts of morality. It has encouraged 
by the prospect of eternal reward the ten- 
dency which we all feel to force our' belief 
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upon others, to despise and hate those who 
differ from us, and to look upon ourselves as 
the sole proprietors of paradise. It is these 
opinions which have created the distinctive 
characteristics of the Muslim, which have 
moulded his history, and which have ren- 
dered it impossible for him to coexist with 
any other race holding different religious 
sentiments. Let us confess the truth — 
amongst themselves, in all places where there 
are no infidels to oppress, the Muslims are 
by no means hateful in their conduct ; but 
when they are called upon to act as a domi- 
nant race, they are beyond measure violent 
and brutal. 

I have heard of attempts made to palliate 
the evil effects of the doctrine of Fatality, 
which is the central one of Mahommedan 
philosophy and religion. If it be desirable 
that men should pass through life with the 
want of foresight of beasts ; that they should 
nurse themselves in stupid confidence in ex- 
ternal assistance ; that th^ should rely on 
anything but their own exertions ; that they 
should look blindfolded as it were towards 
the future ; we may admit the utility of this 
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doctrine. It certainly relieves the Mxtslim 
&oin many of the anxieties which torment us, 
and enables him to pass through life, whatever 
varieties of ill-fortune may occasionally dis- 
turb him, in a sort of animal felicity. If the 
storm finds him without a shelter, he foi^ets 
his sufferings as soon as he has dried himself 
in the sim. For my part, however, I see no 
beauty in this state of apathy, and have no 
desire to taste of this moral opium. Let us 
suffer all that we are placed here to suffer, 
without seeking for consolation in the 
deadening of our faculties and the numbing 
of our sentiments. There is nothing to be 
envied in Turkish civilization that ought not 
to be produced in a better and more cheerfiil 
form by our Faith. 

The events of the last few months have 
fixed upon the public mind a fact which we 
are often disposed to forget — ^namely, that 
Turkey is not inhabited by Turks. They do 
not number much above a million in Europe, 
if indeed they reach that number. Then 
are nearly four millions of Christians in 
the protected provinces of "Wallachia and 
Moldavia; and the remainder of the fifteen 
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millions, setting aside the Albamans and 
other Muslim races inhabiting provinoes 
apart, are composed of Tarioua kinds of 
Christians, principally Greeks and Bulgarians. 
There is a dispute as to the numerical 
strength of the Greeks. Since the dedacap 
tion of the independence of Greece Proper, 
the Turkish goremment has constantly la- 
boured to diminish the importance of this 
part of its anhjects. Not foreseeing that 
Hussia would take advantage of the &aud, 
and claim all the rest of its subjects as Sla- 
vonians, the Forte represents the number of 
the Greeks to be not more than a million, 
and this absurd statement has passed with- 
out examination into many geographical 
accounts. Besides a vast population at Con- 
stantinople, I am persuaded that there are 
very newly three million Greek souls spread 
1;hrough towns and villages &om Varna to 
Constantinople, along the shores of the Sea 
of Marmora, in Thrace, Macedonia, Thesstdy, 
tend Epirus. However, all the statements 
that have been put forward on the various 
numbers of the population of Turkey in 
Europe are founded on guess-work. The 
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approxiination I make has, perliaps, the best 
grounds, because it is based on the retums 
made of the numbers of heads of &milies to 
the Patriarch of Constantinople. 

I may add, that the only civilization which 
is rising up in Turkey, in spite of the efforts 
made to repress it, is that of the Greeks. 
Their language, too, is the language of busi- 
ness and intercourse. Even the Bulgarians 
often make use of it ; and when they leam to 
read and write, do not do so in their own 
dialect, but in that of the Greeks. It is true 
that there is a strong antipathy of race be- 
tween these two great families, — a tradition 
of their former struggles. The Greek, too, 
is naturally overbearing and exclusive. 
However, there exista the strong bond of 
unity of religion ; and I have no doubt that 
fear of external danger, and community of 
interests, would enable these two races to 
live in tolerably good harmony. 
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CoTTDptioii as well aa Barbarism — Vices — Ifegative 
Praise — Supposed ImproTement in the Treatment of 
the Christiatis — ReminiBceDcea — The Qreek Qirl — 
Arbitraiy Power — A Murdering Pasha — The Tarka 
in Wallachia — Tardy Keformation. 

I ix> not pretend to give anything like a 
complete account of the manners of the 
Ottoman empire, but merely Plough to 
mark the position of the goreming class 
in the scale of nations. It is evident that 
the condition and customs I hare described 
cannot be said to belong to a civilized people. 
I -wish I could discover simplicity by the side 
of barbarism. There is always hope of an 
uncorrupted people, howeyer limited may be 
their knowledge, and however coarse their 
habits. The Turks, however, are not only 
barbarous, but are infected with vices, the 
u2 
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very thought of which excites unmitigated 
condemnation. I will not dwell too much 
on this allusion, because it would then seem 
a paradox to repeat that they hare many 
patriarchal virtues, which would make me re- 
gretful to see them exterminated. In anoth^ 
and more limited sphere they may yet learn 
to hold a respectable position in the world. 

The great danger is, that in case any steps 
be taken to assist the inevitable elevation of 
the Christian races, these latter, themselres 
yet unexperienced and raw in politics, may 
forget the interests of their future in a desire 
of vengeance against their old oppressors. 
It is the custom among certain, speculators 
to magnify the Turks in the charact«r of a 
governing class ; and it haa been imputed as 
praise to them that they have never at- 
tempted utterly to extirpate their Christian 
subjects. Had they done so, th^ would 
have exhibited a degree of stupidity which 
could only have been rivalled by a FCTdinand 
or a Louis XTV. — if I may not allude to the 
recent attempt to transport a whole political 
party, which had acquired the obnoxiousness 
of a sect, from the IVencb tenitoiy. The 
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Turks never laid down an^ general plan of 
persecution ; but in detail, and as individuals, 
ttey have been guilty of cruelty and violence, 
wbich will never be forgotten, until some 
great pestilence destroys the memory of the 
Bayahs, or until unexpected release preaches 
foi^veness to them. 

It is easy to say that of late the direct op- 
pression of the Christians has been removed. 
Even if this were the case, we hare no right 
to be surprised at vengeance exercised at the 
earliest opportunity. Human nature is so 
made. Weak kings and expiring races have 
always suffered for the sins of their fore- 
fethers. I do not like to accumulate hor- 
rors ; and I will therefore mention only a 
very mild instance of the kind of behaviour 
by which the Turks have imprinted a lasting 
hatred in the minds of their Greek subjects. 

A friend of mine had a beautifiil sister, 
whose reputation spread throughout the 
country. The Pasha of the district happen- 
ing to pass by and see her goingto awell for 
water, determined to possess her. He did not 
venture on Tiolence in the first instance, be- 
cause his attendants were few; but on hla 
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rehun to bis palace sent a trusty serrant to 
keep watch and endeaTonr to carry away the 
girl by Buipiise. !Luckily some one betrayed, 
purposely or otherwise, these designs to the 
paraits, who immediately, there being no 
oth^ way of escape, took measures to hide 
their daughter. They did bo with success ; 
but for three years the poor ^1 was passed 
&om house to house in the mountains, dis- 
guised as a boy, and not even her own bro- 
thers knew in the morning where she was to 
sleep at night. At the end of this time she 
was married, and the pursuit ceased ; for in 
that place married women were seldom mo- 
lested. Eew families are without some tra- 
dition of this kind ; and it is impossible that, 
among a people like the Greeks, a habit of 
Tindictiveuess has not been created. We 
may hope, however, that in case of a new 
revolution the terrible popular executions 
that once took place wHl not be repeated. 

Among the people of every race there are 
similar motives to hatred and vengeance 
spread. Even if the Turks were not naturally 
brutal, the system of administration adopted 
in the empire, — ^1^ which every offidal is 
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made a sultan over those below him, would 
excite them to cruelt;y. The possession of 
arbitrary power seems to degrade man to 
a lerel with the beast. Bmperors and 
slare-drirers, who may have smiled the smile 
of angels on their mother*^ bosom, soon de- 
generate into ferocity, when the sceptre or 
the lash is put into their hands. Why should 
we wonder, then, that a buU-necked, low- 
browed Turk, invested with thekoorbash and 
scimitar, and specially charged with the task 
of acting as a kind of chronic Yerres to his 
province, should succeed in galling everlast- 
ingly the feelings of the people placed under 
bim P I remember an instance of the extent 
to which a Pasha, quite dibormcm-e in his 
dealings with most people, was led by a 
momentary impulse of avarice. There was 
in one of the provincial capitals a man, 
whose reputation for probity was established 
on long experience, and who was intrusted 
by merchants, ladies, and others, with jewels 
for sale, without receipt of any kind. This 
feet came to the ears of the governor, — the 
amiable functionary I have alluded to, — and 
as the jewel-dealer was passing beneath his 
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window one day, he beckoned him in^ and 
asked him what he had with him. It hap- 
pened that he had only, a few ocnral necklaces 
and a lai^ pearl. This was not worth while. 
He WBS told to come next day; and in 
the mean time he went from house to boose 
amongst people whom he knew, gathering a 
good stock. Every one could prove the de- 
Uv&ry of the jewels, and every one was sure 
of the honesty of the agent. He disappeaxed, 
however, and the report soon spread through 
the citythat he had been murdered. Presently 
one, and then another person, and so on, 
came forward to say that he had been seen 
to BDter the pasha's palace ; and indeed 
his corpse was found on the hanks of the 
river, a few yards below. Of the jewels, 
however, there was no news. Public opinion 
accused the pasha ; and the European repre- 
sentatives took up the matter. Their inter- 
ference was eflfectual in one respect — the 
murderer restored gome of the jewels with a 
shrug; but there was no proper inquiry, 
and of course no punishm«it. 

The inhabitants of WiJlachia will long 
remember ttie presence of the Turkish troops 
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before their last retreat. Scarcelj a morning 
came that some young boy, or girl, was not 
found slaughtered outside the gates ; and it 
is difficult to explain the reason to any one 
who is not intimately acquainted with the 
abominable character and prejudices of the 
worst class of Turks. "When the army re- 
treated, the bodies of several hundred Chris- 
tian women were found in a wood on their line 
of march. They had taken them away as tem~ 
porary mistresses, and had deliberately cut 
their throats, that they might not return to 
the embraces of Giaours. 

But these are old stories. Be it so. Let 
us hope that similar things will not occur 
again, although I see no reason why national 
character should change in a decade of 
years, without the aid even of reli^ous or 
political enthusiasm. The Turkish function- 
aries in Egypt often commit acts of most 
atrocious barbarity. Similar reports come 
from Syria, and indeed from every part of 
the empire instances could be collected if 
required. I do not wish, however, to revive 
old animosities. My object is rather to 
indicate some of the difficulties which will 
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beset the path of the statesman who shall 
endeavour to • settle the Eastern question 
once for all. These difficulties can be, and 
must be, overcome ; for it is absurd to sup- 
pose that the exigences of the future can 
be satisfied by any tardy firman wrung from 
the fears of the Porte, and which, whai 
the storm is blown over, may be allowed to 
drop into oblivion, as nearly all other 
firmans are. 
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Lord Bedclifie and Beschid Faaha — The Policy of tbe 
Porte — State of Turkish Opinion — Poltroonery of 
Certun Clsasea — Acta of Tyranny — Machiavellisni 
of the Porte — Municdpal Government of the Greets — 
Mode of raiidng Taxes — Anecdote of a Butcher — A 
Petty Tyrant — Attempta to obtain BedresB — All 
Pasha and Beschid Pasha— Justice — Bequests for 
Schools in Greece — A Curious Legacy — Foundation 
of Colleges — Bise of an Hellenic Theory and Party. 

This is not tbe first time that it has been 
proposed to give rights and immunities to the 
Christiajia of Turkey. There was once a 
talk of gTMiting them what was called poli- 
tical enfranchisement. But to hring ahout 
such a change, it woidd be necessary to 
operate a complete change in the character, 
the ideas, and the very nature of the Turks. 
Lord Reddiffe had once a conversation on 
this subject with Beschid Fasha, and recom- 
mended the adoption of some such plan; but 



dt, Google 



172 BIGHTS AND IMHUNITIE8 

the answer was, that to give political rights 
to the Christians would be a complete abdi- 
cation on the part of the Turks. " For in 
the first place," said he, " the Mahomme- 
dans are in an enormous minority — the 
Christians are three times as numerous; 
and not only are they superior in number 
but in riches and intelligence. If we were 
to comply, very soon» instead of having a 
Sultan named Hassan or Mahmond, we 
should have one named Paul or Peter." It 
must be admitted that there was great truth 
in this answer. The Christian population 
are superior in erery respect to their oppres- 
sors the Turks. The future belongs to them. 
The whole constitution of their long sub- 
ject society prepares them to be the heirs of 
the race, which, though decrepit, is yet un- 
williog to die. They will necessarily take the 
place of the Turks in a giren time ; but the 
idea that any amalgamation of the two races 
is pcKsible, arises from complete ignorance of 
the nature and character of the Turks. A 
Turk now, as heretofore, though he may be 
in the meanest and most miserable condition^ 
though he may bare nothing to boast ot. 
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neitlier sdence, nor morality, nor riches, nor 
social position of any kind, bdieves himself 
to be infinitely superior to the brightest or- 
naments of European nations, and justified 
in treating them with the most profound 
contempt. . And not only so, but, in spite of 
the reform and of all the new ideas which are 
said to hare been spreading, every true 
believer imagines it to be his r^ht and duty 
to kill a Christian if he can do it without 
punishment. There is no possibility that 
his mind should ever be troubled with re- 
morse on this subject. He considers the act 
as a kind of passport to heaven. He may 
kill fen Christians and one dog — ^he will 
legcet the dog, but not the Christians. 

I have observed a tendency in some idle 
minds to avoid the agonies of indignation 
ftgainat powerful tyranny by affecting to dia- 
hdieve in its raastence. The evidences are 
b^ore them ; but tiiey imagine that, if they 
admowledge it, some duty may devolve upon 
them, and they must avoid at any price all 
action, both intellectual and physicaL Many 
persom, not at all by nature base or wic^d, 
have thus become tacit accomplices in the 
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cottp d^Stat of the 2iid of December; and 
nearly the whole of Europe seems to have 
exhausted its hatred of the Turks in 1829, 
and to have been ever since employed in 
persuading itself that their nature suddenly 
changed by the destructicm of their fleet. As 
I have hinted, people were afraid of being 
called upon for sympathy with the Greeks 
north of Thermopylse ; and so by many their 
very existence was forgotten or denied, and 
the Turks have until now been allowed to 
spoliate them as they pleased ; and not only 
so, but hare found apologists and admirers to 
justify them at the bar of public opinion. 

With the exception of an occasional pre- 
datory invasion of Albanians, or the caprices 
of a drunken Turk, pasha or kavas, perhaps 
the Greeks are not now subject to the danger 
of massacre ; and rapes may be less common 
than of yore. Howerer, it is extreme igno- 
rance to suppose, as some do, that theChristian 
population of Turkey are, like our Irishmen, 
without any hut hereditary causes of hatred. 
They are subject to actual oppression day by 
day throughout the empire. The Greeks, by 
the force of their character and many othw 
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Teasons, are enabled to protect themselveB to 
a certain extent, it is true ; but the Ottoman 
govemment has studied Machiavelli, and, 
following the example set by the Eussians 
in their treatment of the Poles, makes Greek 
meet Greek in the struggle of oppression. 

A very recent instance, derived from the 
domestic history of a district in Epirus, wOl 
be worth fifty general observations. I will 
remind the reader, in the first place, that all 
the Greeks in the Ihirkish provinces are to a 
certain extent self-governing. Their masters 
only make their presence felt by occasional 
administrative forays amongst them. They 
have a very distinct mmucipal government, 
very admirably oi^anized. This alone it is 
that has enabled them to oppose a kind of pas- 
ffiire resistance to their conquerors through- 
out BO many i^es. They would otherwise 
have be^i long ago effiiced. llie position of 
the Greek communities very much resembles 
at this present time that of the Towns in the 
middle ages, on the eve of their emancipa- 
tion. They have formed a new national 
feeling, very strong and vigorous, which 
will some day bear good fruit. There is 
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something patriarchal in the -way in which 
business among tibtem is conducted. The 
great affair of course is to fix the quota 
which each inhabitant must pay towards the 
tribute exacted hy the Turks. Throughout 
the Ottoman empire the system is to make tibe 
people tax themselves whearever that is pos- 
sible. In Egypt the Sheikh-el-Beled batoons 
the money out of his parishioners, who are 
like Big in the play, and require to be 
kicked and cuffed for the satis&ction of t^eir 
honoxir, brfore they will disburse. The 
Greeks are more wise. They meet together 
every year in a kind of committee of ways 
and means. The primates discuss and define 
the share which each is to contribute. Hat- 
ters are settled amicably ; for the amount ci 
each fortune is known. S'ew quarrels arise, 
though every inhabitant may if he please 
join in the discussiDn. Democracy has ever 
wori^ed out with the Greek race, and they 
may yet apply it on a more splendid scale 
than ever. 

It is the custom, when the amount that 
each person is to contribute is settled for the 
year, to sdl the contribution to some spem.' 
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lator, who adTances the money and repays 
himself with profit hy instalments. In this 
way the demands of the government are 
promptly comphed with, and no excuse ia 
left for applying the kind of punishment 
which is always inflicted on refractory tax- 
payers — ^namely, billeting .troops upon them. 
To return, however, to my instance, which, 
though it begins far back, is a modem 
one. There was formerly a butcher in 
the district in question, who united with 
the Pasha of Janina to subvert the laws 
and usages of his country. He succeeded 
in breaking through the ordinary routine, 
and in making a large personal profit at the 
expense of his feUow-citizens, although he 
paid a considerable sum to the pasha for his 
commission. The annual meetings were no 
longer held ; and this butcher reigned as a 
petty tyrant. Another pasha came to govern 
at Janina ; and the primates of the district 
took courage and went and presented their 
complaints, saying, among other things, that 
if the ruinous system to which they were sub- 
jected were not destroyed, they should soon be 
utterly prevented from paying theii tribute. 
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Their representations were successful; aad 
the butcher was driven out of the country. 
The Tictims of his long oppression razed his 
house to the ground, and soon reviving their 
ancient customs, returned to a state of as 
much prosperity as is compatible with 
Turkish dominion^ 

Some years afterwards the son of the 
butcher settled at Constantinople, where he 
b^an to plot anew against his native 
country. He soon crept up the sleeve of 
Ali Pasha, who, indeed, only carried out in 
this case the traditional policy of the Turks. 
The case had been brought before the court 
of justice at Constantinople, and a decision 
had already been given in favour of the 
people. This decision All Pasha arbitrarily 
caused to be set aside. Twenty of the pri- 
mates went accordingly to the capital to 
plead the cause of their fellow-citizens. Th^ 
remained there patiently for two years with- 
out being able to obtain a new hearing. At 
length they contrived to get the ear of the 
son of Reschid Pasha, who, on paying some 
attention to the subject, became convinced 
that justice was on their side. It was mm 
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thought politic to address the great Tefonn 
minister himself, and the primates accord- 
ingly appeared before him, and having stated 
their case, added that they had ah-eady con- 
vinced his ratcellency's eon. The latter 
therefore was called, and willii^ly gave testi- 
mony in their favour, t^on which Reschid 
Fasha was pleased to observe, that the 
son of the butcha* was a great scoundrd, 
but — what would they have P — he could not 
interfere with the decision of one of his 
coUe^lueBl 

The district accordingly was compelled, 
by the iaflnence of Ali Pasha, to pay to the 
son of their former oppressor a large sum of 
money, as damages for the loss said to have 
been sustained by him in consequence of hia 
father's exile. The poor people were already 
drained dry by the periodical exactions of the 
government. What was to he done ? There 
was a fund, but a sacred fond, on which 
hands could be laid. It is the custom 
among the Glreeks, for those who die in 
foreign countries to leave, by their wills, a 
sum of money for the establishment or 
the support of schools. The district had a 
h2 
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revenue of 76,000 piastres devoted to this 
porpoBe, which was confiscated ia order to 
pay the debt which had been unjustly laid 
upon them. 

A clever pamphlet just published* has given 
a good many details on the subject of these 
legacies for education. I will add, that most 
of the Greeks established in Eussia are un- 
married, and generally leave a great portion 
of their wealth for this purpose. The capital 
is deposited in the Bonk of Russia, and the 
interest is paid as directed in the wills. Some 
cue recently left for the district whose plunder 
I have just described the sum of £16,000 for 
the support of poor old men ; but on exajnina- 
tion it was found that no such class existed 
among the Grreeks. The .children, in whom 
the filial sentiment is strongly developed, 
always take charge of their aged parents, and 

* " Hints on the Solution of tte Eastern Qneation." 
See also the pamphlet piintod at Athens, entitled " Quel- 
qnes Mots sur la Question d'Orient." In this will be 
found a laborious and somewhat Bcholastic acconnt of the 
development of the Hellenic element in Turkey. I 
have not had time sufficiently to examine its origin ; but 
it appears to me to represent the opinion of the Univern^ 
of Athens. 
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would prefer starviiig themselves to allowiog 
fether or mother to suffer. It has not, 
therefore, yet heen decided what is to be 
done with the money, but it is supposed that 
it will be devoted to educational purposes. 

It must not be imagined that these efforts 
to fkrouT the spread of knowledge are made 
without opposition on the part of the Turks. 
These barbarians, who are perhaps wise in 
their generation, throw every impediment they 
can in the way of the diffusion of education. 
There is an instance in which a college which 
was in course of being built was stopped, under 
pretence that it was intended as a fortress, 
and it now gleams like a white ruin on one 
of the slopes of Pindus. However, the 
energy of the Greeks has enabled them to 
overcome every kind of opposition, and I 
know of a district in which, out of 15,000 
inhabitants, there are not three persona who 
are not able to read and writo. It must be 
remembered that throughout Turkey what- 
ever education exists is Greek, and in this 
way, even amongst semi-hostile races, a 
strong and homogeneous public opinion, not 
tminfluenced by the ideas of the old Attio 



dt, Google 



182 ElQHl^ AND IMMUNITIBS, ETC. 

writers, is growing up. It is for this reason 
that I am uiclined to accept the agitatimi 
that is now be^mung, both in free Greece 
and in the Turkish empire, in favour of a 
new state, of which Byzantium is to he the 
capital. I know positively that this some- 
what romantic idea is entertained on Hel- 
lenic grounds, not only by those who daim 
descent &om the old civilizers of the world, 
but by Wallachians and Bulgarians. 
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F THE BTZAirriXE EMPIRE. 



I DO not pretend, in the course of a few pages, 
to treat this great suhject of the settlement 
of the eastern question in every point of view. 
The two leading ideas which it is my object to 
develop are these : — ^first, that irom internal 
and other causes, the Ottoman empire is no 
longer capable of real existence ; second, that 
we may find proper elements for the construc- 
tion of a New State, which, with a reasonable 
amount of assistance, may be placed in a 
condition to offer a strong opposition to the 
encroachments of Kussia. It is evident that 
the whole of Europe has one interest in com- 
mon — ^namely, to check the further rise of a 
power which is already as odious from its 
strength as from the principles on which it 
acts. The comparison has oftcoi been made 
before, and to repeat it at the present moment 
is perhaps of ill omen ; — ^but Western Europe 
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is now trembling at the approach of another 
invasion of barbadians. Their mode of action 
may he different ; but their immediate object 
is the same — the destruction of every form 
and symbol of civilization. There is this 
a^ravation, moreover, in our case, that the 
Boman world was overrun by races of violent 
but simple character, who bore the germs of 
new institutions with them ; whilst we are 
threatened with servitude, immediate or 
diplomatic, by a race which is corrupt as 
well as ignorant, servile as well as cruel. It 
behoves every one of us, therefore, however 
humble may be the situation he occupies, to 
use his best endeavours to announce the 
danger before it draws too near. 

Many persons have represented to me that 
this is not the time to suggest new plans of 
settlement — that it would be better to wait 
until the storm that is now gathering on the 
limits of the Ottoman empire has blown over, 
until the Cossack has dismounted, and the 
Russian has thrust back his half-drawn 
sword into the scabbard. *But in the first 
place, whilst I have been calmly studying 
the question, this new idea has brdcea 
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through the ground in many places epon- 
taneously ; and there is no longer any posd- 
bility of checking its flow. And, moreover, 
there cannot be a better opportunity of at- 
tracting notice, than when all minds are 
inflamed by vague excitement on the sub- 
ject. We are like metals; and must be 
heated before we are ready to receive an 
impression. It is with the firm conviction 
that the scheme I am now developing will 
ultimately be adopted under some form by 
diplomatists, that I put my small lever 
under the rock of pubhc opinion, in the hope 
of advancing it a hair's breadth. 

I have already sufficiently indicated the 
solution I would propose — not as originating 
with myself, for it has started up imder fifty 
pens at once, but as that which circum- 
stances imperatively surest. The Turks 
are de facto extinct as a governing race in 
Europe. They may, by some cabinet leger- 
demain, remain for a while nominally at 
their post ; but influence must henceforward 
come from elsewhere. 

It is common to put forward the idea 
of a partition as the only alternative to the 
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maintenance of " the integrity of the Otto- 
man empire." This may suit the vulgar 
rapacity of emperors, accustomed to count 
their subjects as misers count their gold, 
but can hardly meet with adherents in our 
liberal country. It may be found necessary, 
in another chapter of policy, for England at 
some future day to occupy Egypt ; but she will 
never wiUingly do so as a compensation for the 
Russian possession of Constantinople. It 
will be far wiser — if we admit the incapacity 
of the Turks to hold the key of dominion — 
to look around for some element already on 
the spot which is capable of development. 
At once the Greeks present themselves ; and 
the imE^nation contemplates with pleasure 
the idea of some form of freedom substi- 
tuting itself, under the prestige of an andent 
name, to the brutal tyranny of a horde of 
Asiatic barbarians. 

Two capital objections may be made to 
the project of re-establishing a Byzantine 
empire,*-— first, that it would contain within 

" I Kse this eipressioa without any design of implying 
respect or admiration for the govemmect formerly npeet 
by the Turks. The Oraeka, irho forget in thur exdn- 
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itself principles of disorgantizaioii ; and, 
second, that it would be liable, from com- 
xnonity of religion, to undue influence from 
KuBsio. If the latter objection were founded 
in truth, certainly it would be better to 
leave the Greeks in their present condition, 
than to assist them in extricating themselves 
from it. A nation that can willingly bend 
under the knout, is of course undeserving of 
sympathy. But no one who knows the 
national character of the Greeks, can be 
tormented by any such fear. Th^ are 
eminently a commerciaL people, and, as 
such, fond of novelty, and movement, and 
liberty. They require much space to breathe 
in — a lofty firmament above them — and 
would stifle under the low leaden sky of 
Eusaian despotism. It is true that their 
religion is the same as that of the Czar ; but 
it is a notable error to affirm, as bo many 
hasty writers do, that that potentate is the 

^Teness tbe dimger of ui exclnsiTe name, eeem fbnd of it ; 
ud it may be oaed, iritli a provifio, nntit a better is fixmd. 
Bren the word " Empire" is in itself liable to objection. 
I have not pretended to indicate what should be the 
political form of the new state ; but of couiae, to have th« 
empathies of England, it mtut be eonstitutltniaL 
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pope of the Eastern Church. The Orientals 
have, and can have, no pope. They have 
primatea of greater and lesser degree, hut 
the idea of individual and sole authority is 
not accepted amongst them. Kve or six 
seats divide the administration ; and of 
these, ecclesiastically speaking, that of St. 
Petersburg is the least considerable. It is 
true that the Czar has contrived to set him- 
self on a pedestal as the vice-regent of God 
before his grovelling subjects ; but singular 
delusions of this kind are common to the 
Sclavonic race, and there are people who 
turn towards the Emperor of Austria with 
the same abject veneration. If the Greeks 
of the Turkish empire have sometimes com- 
mitted the mistake of seeking protection 
from Russia, it has simply been because a 
distant tyranny is more supportable to the 
imagination than a present one. None of 
them have the least religious respect for 
the Autocrat. Their devout sentiments are 
transmitted to the Church through the 
medium of the priests ; and there is 
nothing so impossible as to conceive them 
falling side by side with the Russian serf 
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in abject adoration of the northern Man- 
Fetish. 

French politicians, who are fond of treat- 
ing great and vital questions with a &ncifal, 
gentlemanly ease, quite irrespective of facts, 
seem to think that some danger to the Latin 
Church might arise if the oriental pope, 
chosen in. inaagination by the College of 
Ignorance, were to extend bis political as 
well as bis spiritual sway to the shores of 
the Mediterranean. The Latin Church, how- 
ever, may take care of itself. No evil can 
arise to it but &om its own intermeddling 
propensities. The real danger is, that if the 
traditional policy of Russia were carried into 
effect, the temporal authority of the Czar 
would crush the spirit of independence 
which the Oriental Church, left to itself, is 
capable of developing. Establish a Christian 
government at Constantinople, and I should 
be quite content to await the result of the 
contest of influences. 

Let us now revert to the first objection 
that may be made to the creation of a 
Christian kingdom on the shores of the Bos- 
phorus, arising from the difficulty of assign- 
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iag its limits and providiog for its duration. 
I have already admitted tliat, at the outset, 
Bome sharp reprisals may be made ou the 
Turks in variouB locaUties ; hut if this is to 
he the case, it will not he averted hy leaving 
the Greeks in their despair to throw them- 
selves into ihe arms of KusBia. We must 
rememher, indeed, that perils attend on 
every course of policy. If we hesitate long, 
our assistance will be no longer accepted. 
and the race we abandon to its fate, may 
range itself temporarily under tlie banner 
which it will soon begin to curse. 

I know that the Greeks of the Turkish 
empire have yet much to iestm in civilization 
and the arts of government; hut it is a 
mistake to suppose that they will ever learn 
their remauung lessons in their present con- 
dition. No nation fits itself for Uherty under 
despotism. After a certain course of educa- 
tion, the youth quits his school yet raw and 
ignorant, and b^:ins a new traimi^ in pain* 
ful contest with the world. Keep him as 
long as you will under the ferule, even until 
his beard turn gray, and you will never make 
a man of him. Hules of conduct are burned 
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into the mind by snfferiag. Knowledge is a 
plant that must be watered with tears. For 
this reason it ia, that it is absurd to talk of 
educating a people for a republic under a 
monarchjr; and to twaddle about the French 
not haYing been prepared for what they 
attempted in 1848. No nation can be pre- 
pared for such a trial. Some may resist it, 
but others may succumb; just as we find 
that in life two fine fellows, with equal 
prospects, are launched into the world — 
and one becomes prime-minister, wielding 
senates and directing the lava-stream of 
pubUc opinion, whilst the other dwindles 
into the seedy ftigleman of a debating 
society, discussing pwiodically whether Ctesar 
was a great man over a pot of porter. 

The Greeks then, in spite of their vigorous 
efforts, cannot be expected, whilst in their 
present condition, to rise to the level of civil 
government. Considering many unfavoura- 
ble circumstances, the little experiment tried 
in Greece proper has been sufficiently suc- 
cessful to encourage hope. We must not 
suffer our remembrance of small squabbles 
to interfere with a recognition of this fact, 
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that for ten years, since the establishment of 
their constitutional goTemment, the repre- 
sentatives of the ancient Hellenes — be they 
blood-relations, or relations by self-adoption 
— have gone on improving in their quiet 
way, quite as much as can be expected from 
their position and the capabiUties of their 
country. I am not prepared to maintain 
that the HeUenic theory, according to which 
the boimdaries of the present kingdom of 
Greece should be extended and its capital 
removed, is the proper one. Perhaps the 
territory of King Otho, a little rounded off, 
must be left as a counterpart to Wallachia 
and Moldavia on the north.' This question, 
however, must be decided among the Greeks 
themselves. Wherever the movement be^s 
win be the centre. The principle to be ap- 
plied will naturally flow firom thence. 

Hack politicians feel or affect great alarm, 
lest, after the construction of a Greek state at 
Constantinople, the traditional antipathies 
of the Hellenes and the Bulgarians should 
break forth. I do not by any means share 
in this alarm ; and have already explained 
that inteUoctually, all the non-Muslim races 



dt, Google 



THE BTZAKTINE EMPIRE. .193 

luive become or are becoming Greek. There 
will be twitcbes and jerks at first, but mat- 
ters will by degrees rigkt themselves. The 
klea that has been put forward of & kind of 
federation of free states on the shores of the 
Danube, — ^Wallachia, Moldavia, Servia, and 
perhaps Bulgaria, — may under some form 
ripen at a future time. But we must re- 
member that it would be tlie height of im- 
prudence, if a new state be established, to 
repeat the same mistake that was made in the 
case of Greece, and narrow too much its 
boundary. 

It ia necessary, in fact, to create a strong 
power in the East, capable, at no distant day, 
in company with its natural allies and neigh- 
bours, of resisting as much of the force oi 
Bxissia as can be directed against it. I can 
easily imagine that GathoUcism may look 
with distrust on the rise of this power, and 
choose rather to see the Crescent flashing 
over the desolate provinces of Turkey than 
the Wliite Gross on the black ground waving 
above reviving fertility. None but priests 
can appreciate in full the hatred excited by 
the Shop over the Way. Perhaps, however. 
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a West Indian planter^ who blasphemed 
"Wilberforce in his youth, and now moane 
orer the flagitious sale of slaTe-grown sugar, 
may undeistand the alarm which gfflitlem«i 
in black feel at the idea of competition — of 
firee trade in reli^on. Loddly, we Protest- 
ants have no interest in the matter, or I 
should not trust our feelings of toleration. 
The Qreeks, though attatdied to the <!hiental 
ritual, are pre-eminently a protesting race, 
and if possessed of political ind^endence 
and not irritated by the impertinent inter- 
meddling of Jesuit or Lutheran missionaries, 
would soon work out and purify their form 
of faith. Kothing HeUenic can remain ab- 
surd or shoddng ; and abject submission is 
revolting to this mercnrial people. As it is, 
in spite of some mattrars which may displease 
us, we must admit that the Oriental Church 
is far mare rational than tbe Bomaa> &r 
more adaptoi, if 1^ to itself, to favour the 
development of the human mind. We have 
every reason, therefore, for desiriog to see it 
removed £rom beneal^ Ihirkish o^ression, 
and snatched away from the corrupting 
touch of Russia. There is even a chance 



dt, Google 



THE BTZANTINB EHFIBX, 196 

that the herd of serfs vhich has beem e£fec- 
tually protected from the contact of western 
knowledge may find its Anatole in the East. 
B>eTolutionary principles, that is to say, prin- 
ciples of pTOgre&s, which have hitherto been 
stopped at the frontier, may penetrate by 
the secret passages which commiuuty of faith 
alone can burrow ; and the insolent autocrat 
who has onoe more frightened Europe from 
its propriety by his wanton menaces, may 
find that he has himself giren the signal of 
the orerthrow, or at any rate, of the limita- 
tion of h^ power. There is always a we^)on 
waiting for the hand of England, if she 
choose to pidc it up, by which she can 
defend hers^ and the principles of liberty^ if 
required, against the attacks of all the despots 
oi Europe, «Ten combined. "We hare but to 
eall upon the revolaticmary party — the an- 
tagc»ustic party to the party of authraity — 
which now lies groveling on the ground, to 
levy an army of allies in every country. At 
the present moment there is only one overt 
enemy to contend witb,-~!Ru8sia, which has 
set itself up as the prop of every tottering 
tyranny; and it would be a satisfactory thing 
o2 
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to see it checked in its encroachmeiits, as 
only it can be checked, hy the unexpected 
appearance of a new revolutionary spirit 
having a distinct ohject in view, which every 
government that even pretends to be liberal 
must approve. 

I notice that the scheme I am supporting, 
however imperfectly it has as yet been dis- 
cussed, already excites great suspicion and 
alarm in many quarters. The Eussian oi^ans, 
especially abroad, are beginning to caliimmate 
the Hellenes, and to exalt the purity of the 
Slavonic race. The cue given seems to be, 
that the -Greeks are a fickle, cringing, chat- 
tering, cowardly people ; and one person goes 
BO. far as to bestow upon them the oppro- 
brious epithet of Athenian I It is also as- 
serted, that at the Kevolution only a few 
insignificant provinces rose, and . that every- 
thing that took place was the result of 
support given by classical partiality. I have 
but to remind the reader who may be led 
away hy this nonsense, that the whole force 
of the Turkish armies was insufficient to 
resist the Greeks, and that it was necessary 
to call in the help of a vast army from Egypt, 
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under the most ruthless captain of the age. 
As to the falsehood that the rayaha of the 
Ottoman provinces felt no interest in the 
stru^le, it is scarcely necessaiy to allude 
to it. Every one knows that the greater part 
of the names distinguished in that heroic 
war belonged to persons bom without the 
.limits of the Greece created by protocols, that 
many conspiracies were set on foot, and that 
wherever there were mountains, insurrections 
took place. The Greeks of Constantinople 
certainly did not do all they might have 
done; but we must not either join in the 
mistake of supposing that they constitute 
the principal or the best portion of the Hel- 
lenic femily subject to the Turks, or in 
overwhelming them too severely for errors of 
omission. They waited, with perhaps jus- 
tifiable caution, — su^ecting with reason, that 
though the western powers were content 
to witness a small revolution on classical 
ground, to please professors and students, 
they were not at that time, just after the 
close of an arduous stru^le, disposed to en- 
danger, by supporting any very great change, 
the equilibrium of a contLuent which they 
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had just succeeded in poifiii^ on the top of a 
needle. However, we may be quite suie 
that at the firat eagnal &om Europe erery 
man wwild rise to drive out the Turks and 
arm against Russia. 

Some cabinet poHticians faTourable to the 
ultimate derelopmrait of the KeUenic power 
aaem to regiet the revolution of 1821, and see . 
in it a cause oi check and disoomflture for the 
idea they support. They write firam Athens* 
that if that outbreak had not taken place, the 
whole of Chrutian Turkey would now have 
been HeUenized. Th^ lay great staress on 
the prepress of education; and put ihar 
trust in literature and philosophy. This 
is a narrow view of the subject. 'No nation 
excites active sympathies which is chary 
of its blood. What party would spue a 
throb for the crouching Armenian or the 
coward Copt? It is predsely because 1^ 
Qreeks are as gallant, if as talkative, as 
of old, that the idea of reatariug to them 
tiieir patrimony bas presented itself; and 
I can t^ the doctors who speculate in 
this gentle way, that no great change 
in the distribution of political power, can 
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take place without some hard blows. Wl^, 
a contested election in England ia nerer 
brought to a conduaion witlioat a score of . 
black eyes and half a dozen brolran heads. 
TbB sword is the lever of Archimedes, by 
which the world ia moved ; the pen is Archi- 
medes himsdf. We mnst not expect, under 
the most favourable circumstances, that the 
Turka, however d^raded, will receive a 
notice to quit with less indignation than an 
Irish peasant. They wiU resist partially, at 
any rate ; and the Greeks will have to fight 
them out of Europe, whilst England and 
France stand by to see fmr play. It is evi- 
dent that Eusaia cannot interfere in sup- 
port of the Sultan ; and she must be polit^y 
infbrmed that her aaaistance is not required 
by the Greeks. 

I have not much alluded to th» position of 
Austria in this discussion, because, whilst I 
write, it ia not well defined. Evidently, it 
would he great imprudence on the part of 
that power to favour the pretensions of 
Bussia. By so doing it would hasten its 
inevitable downfall. Innocent people, un- 
acquainted with the morals of diplomacy, 
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have mentioned the great services rendered 
by the Czar to his cousin at the time of the 
Hungarian war of independence ; but they 
may be answered by the keen saying of Prince 
Schwartzenbei^ ; " Austria owes acknow- 
ledgments so great to Eussia, that she can 
never repay her, except by the blackest in- 
gratitude." The time has come for the ap- 
plication of this sayuig; but England has 
nothing to do with so atrocious a system of 
ethics— rgood for the relations of imperial 
cousins one with the other — and must choose 
an independent line of policy for herself. 
France, it is true, — ^though we cannot calcu- 
late on the motions of individual eccaitricity 
~-is strongly interested in supporting as; and 
with that ally we may forthwith proceed to a 
settlement of the question. It must be well 
understood* however, that no absurd claims 
for protection of the Holy Places shall be 
revived. 

Por the present my thesis is sufficiently 
developed. I think I have given ample 
reasons for believing that the Turkish 
domination is at the last gasp ; and that it 
must be succeeded by a Christian state. If this 
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idea can be carried out, a new direction will 
be given to European poUtics, and we sball 
be delivered for ever from that intermittent 
fever called the Eastern Question. Of course, 
other complications may arise. The mil- 
lennium of peace is not yet at hand ; but, at 
any rate, the menacing power of Bussia will 
have been effectually checked in its develop- 
ment, and we shall be soon deUvered from 
that dangerous class of persons who, fasci- 
nated by the huge magnitude of the enemy, 
become its partisans from very fear, and 
work out its objects by fighting against the 
progress of liberal ideas — in which, after all, 
and not in any stupid resuscitation of the 
idea of authority, Europe must look for its 
salvation. 
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